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Report

Storms turn into miracle for
homeless Cape Town man

LEE TANKLE

triking up a friendship in the howling wind led
S to an outpouring of care that will change the
life of a disabled, homeless man.

This followed days of stormy weather, uprooted
trees, and flooded streets that transformed parts of
the Western Cape into scenes of chaos between
5and 12 May, to the extent that the government has
declared a national disaster.

The storms led to flooding, road closures, and
damage to infrastructure in several areas, with
emergency crews responding to incidents as officials
urged residents to remain cautious amid ongoing
warnings.

According to Charlotte Powell, Disaster Risk
Management spokesperson for the City of Cape Town,
83 184 people living in more than 21 000 dwellings
have been affected, with 10 confirmed deaths.

However, none of this stopped videographer and
social media personality Chad Nathan, otherwise
known as Ginger with a GoPro, from going for a
run along the Sea Point promenade on 12 May. He
chose to brave the weather, run, and video along the
promenade to show people the effect of the storms.

"I thought it would be beautiful to be on the
promenade all by myself," Nathan told the SA Jewish
Report.

"There's nota soul in sight, a little bit of rain. I'm
taking a few videos to show people I'm braving the
storm. The sea is so rough. It's coming, it's blowing all
the foam over, and I'm just capturing some content.
I'm also hating the run because I'm now getting really
cold,” he said.

About four kilometres into his run, he decided
to turn back, and while he was doing so, he saw a
50-year-old man in a wheelchair on his own. He went
up to him and asked the man, Sidney Miller, if he
wanted to be pushed to shelter. On the way to the Sea

Point pool bus stop, where Miller sleeps, about four
kilometres from where they started, the pair struck up
a friendship.

Miller told Nathan that five years ago, he had
been knocked over by a car in Sea Point, leaving
him disabled. Since then, he's been destitute and
homeless as he's never received anything from the
Road Accident Fund. One of his legs was amputated
and he had just received news that he would have to
have the other leg amputated on 21 May.

Nathan took Miller to get a coffee and croissant
ina quiet Sea Point and he bought him some food.
Nathan asked for Milller's phone number, but he
said he didn't have one. Everything he owns, he
explained, fitted into his wheelchair.

"He told me he sleeps at the bus station. And | just
said, ‘'Let me see what | can do to help.’ He said he
needed a new wheelchair, clothes, and a bag. That's
all he asked for. Didn't even ask for money,” he said.

Nathan immediately took to social media to post
a plea for help for Miller, to get him what he needed.
He then put his phone down and went to meet a
friend for lunch.

When he later opened his phone, the video had
50 000 views in maybe five to six minutes.

"I calculated the donations and about R25 000 had
already come in," he said. “That's when | knew we
had a viral video about to blow up and a lot of money
about to come in. I then had to drive somewhere for
another couple of hours. When | came home,

R70 000 had been raised.”

He decided to write Miller a note and go surprise
him with all the money that was his. By the time
Nathan left his home, he had raised R115 000.

Nathan spent about an hour searching the
promenade for Miller, asking homeless people where
he was. Eventually, someone pointed him in the
right direction, and when Miller finally saw him, he
looked shocked, having already been recognised on

the streets from
the video without
realising how
much attention
and support was
coming his way.
"He said to
me, 'You found
me.'And he
justknew | had
something to
give him. We
went down
to the Sea
Point pools,
where it was
a bit quieter.
| asked him if
he wanted the
thousand rand
or the mystery
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Chad Nathan tells Sidney Miller how
generous people have been

gift. He opted for the mystery

gift. He told me he doesn't know how to read. So |
read him the letter. He broke down in tears when |
had told him we had raised R115 000."

At the time of going to press, R400 000 had been
donated for Miller.

"Sidney started handing out hundred rand notes
to his friends. And we tried to get him into a shelter,
but all the shelters were full. So, he said, 'Don’t worry
about me. I'm just going to be where | normally am,
at the bus stop. I'll see you tomorrow.

"It's amazing to see how the whole community
came together to help someone and show that
someone is seen and heard. You know, Sidney
had tried to take his own life a couple of times. It's
amazing to see what you can do for someone when
you show them they are not invisible,” Nathan said.

His goal is to make Miller's life easier while

longer-term plans are put in place, including finding
financial guidance, securing sponsorships for a new
wheelchair, and arranging comfortable care for him

ahead of another amputation.

While most Jewish community members in the
Western Cape were fortunately spared major damage,
they may have witnessed apocalyptic scenes brought
on by the recent storms. Johnny Amoils, who has lived
in Plettenberg Bay for about 20 years, said the storm
that struck the coastal town from 5 to 7 May, washing
away beaches and tearing down trees, was the worst
he's ever seen.

Michael Allschwang, who has been living in Plett
for 15 months, explained that people in the Greater
Plettenberg Bay Jewish community had been
affected.
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Joburgers want a city that’s golden, not holey

OPINION MICHAEKRANSDORFF

letter to Johannesburg Mayor Dada Morkghts on — at least intermittently. Meanwhile, the roads crumble, the pipé3teBdJ W ZLWK “[LQJ PXQLFLSDO VHUYLF
was, by the standards of South African and the billing system sends out statements that bear only a passingoesetibiaienbarrassment, they are the City’s single biggest unta
intergovernmental relations, extraordinary. It dtatedlity. source. Public-private partnerships structured around loss reductic
plainly that the City owes creditors R25.2 billionThe immediate trigger for the latest crisis was a R10.3 billion wageaHUDWRUV SDLG IURP WKH HI“FLHQF\ |
while holding only R3.9 billion in cash, a shor$ahed with municipal workers in November 2025, rushed through aheagiioihg massive upfront capital expenditure. City Power and Joh:
exceeding R21 billion. the G20 Summit, without proper authorisation. This represents an 8.3%atecmese genuine commercial autonomy, independent boards, ¢
O7KLV LV D PDUNHU RI VHYQUHP'SOORQAHDOWHGDWHEHFRWWY J PRUH W KditQal@GfRifeEefcd. LQtDWLRQ *RGRQJZDQD KEC
Godongwana warned. That’s Treasury-speak fdorero this cannot be afforded and threatened to withhold R8 billion inexiptiad bloated bureaucracy needs to shrink: fewer entities, fe
Johannesburg is effectively broke. government grants for the City if it is not reversed. an honest reckoning with a wage bill that is consuming the budget
The mayor insists the City is not legally bankrBpt,the wage deal is a symptom, not a cause. The deeper rot runs datough every
at least not yet. Technically, he is correct, but ihe of the budget. A third of the City’s revenue is eaten up by administrtierCity also sits on large amounts of land and property that it n

Finance Minister Enoch Godongwana’s recéifite City has been forced to borrow short-term money just to try to tkeegitthe

GLVWLQFWLRQ EHWZHHQ O ldasB3 © nidRtly Bal&ri@sGMbER &deatSadoio 11 D8 W maintains effectively. Long-te
is wearing thin. The current ratio — a basic measgradiig much-needed public infrast-ucture concession agreements, grot
whether an entity can meet its short-term obligatiamspent — by December, the City had used leases, joint developments, a
— is well below the crucial parity level of 1. In fzantelha quarter of its annual infrastructure selective asset sales could g
City now has cash on hand to cover only 9.3 tbaysgjet. Moreover, repairs and maintehance infrastructure capital without
worth of expenses, well below the 30-90 day kex@tnditure remain well below National additional borrowing. Cities a
required by National Treasury. Treasury guidelines, compounding an the world, including Cape To\
infrastructure backlog now visible in every have effectively used these n
. . . potholed road and burst pipe. to fund renewal and expand
App“ance Repalrs on Site And then there is the waste. Stagge 'ing, infrastructure capacity.
almost unbelievable waste. Nearly a third Finally, and probably the
of all the electricity the City buys from least popular: revisit rates.
Eskom never reaches a paying custoraer. It Johannesburg’s property rate
disappears through ageing cables, illejal collections underperform rela
connections, and outright theft. Water is no to the City’s economic footpri
sl | better. Roughly half of the water pump ed into Residents are far more likely
0820 a2-9 076 = 106582 the system generates no revenue at all. The accept higher rates if they are
city is haemorrhaging billions of rand ¢:very accompanied by visibly imprc
single year. service delivery. They will not

The November municipal elections may be the most consequentiapayiag more for the same dysfunction.

Johannesburg has seen in a generation. Helen Zille and the DemocratiCifdigador’t collapse all at once. They decline gradually, then suc
(DA), which polls suggest could emerge as the largest party, have beBodentarkalalg letter was a warning shot that we are fast approact

s N ; successful at turning Johannesburg’s decline into a political issue thaBdéibriéH $ QHZ DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LQ 1R
Old fJ’éWelklery,‘ Old Coi longer be ignored. But exposing the collapse is easier than reversingplai lie exiast realistic chance to avoid it. We want a City of Gold,
and Anthue Hallmarke: administration, whether DA-led or ANC-led, will inherit a city running dut‘a@@spFLDO RU RWKHUZLVH

= - : credibility, and time. Turning Johannesburg around will require far more than

snorkelling in potholes or abseiling off Ponte. It will require a programnMiaifael Kransdorff is the chief executive of the Institute for Interr
“QDQFLDO VWDELOLVDWLRQ ZKLFK ZLOO Xiaanht\endiOaRHRVaNM-traiviétidévadpahénQecanbin@stL Q W

We are more than our number o Thought
d D &S |:) R ESS This week we start a new Book of the Torathat we forget to notice the individual Jew standi
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Bamidbar. Our Parsha — also called Bamiatbiort of us. The teenager who quietly walks int Rabbi Pini Pink
tells us about the time before the Jewish pemae year. The elderly person sitting alone att  Chabad of Greenstone
begin their journey through the desert, when evéryday night. The family trying to reconnect after
single person is counted. Not just as part of a crawaly faim Judaism. The young professional searching

as a statistic, but individually, by name. for meaning. The child asking questions no onehataism belongs to them &
In a world obsessed with numbers, the Torah aesweded properly. Because when a person feels counted, they
Tel: 011 907 7882 us that people are never just numbers. Each one counts. count themselves.
info@dspress.co.za | www.dspress.co.za The Lubavitcher Rebbe points out that counting&hed perhaps that is one of the great strengths oind maybe that is the deeper message of E
See our website Jewish people wasn't merely an administrative Saerttis&frican Jewry. Despite our relatively smallTbzdewish future is built not only through larg
www.benchingcards.com Hashem already knew how many Jews there wrerd lsewarmth here. There is community here. dréoplesssive statistics. It is built one person a
counting itself was an expression of love, importitideyow each other. Rabbis still call congregantsie family at a time, one soul at a time.
- > ETERNAL and value. When something is precious to you, petsonally. Neighbours still invite neighbours for Hashem counted every Jew in the desert
§ owa wanie | il MEMORIALS count it repeatedly. You make sure nothing is mBkaighos meals. There is still a feeling that Judagsmaris Jew was precious.
i You notice every detail. not only something you practise, but something ydthat has never changed.
Rabbi Ryan Goldstein Living as a Jew in South Africa today, this mebsimgy to.
9838 9500 feels especially relevant. The desert, where

RabbiRyanG@gmail.com
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For years, conversations in our community haBamidbar takes place,

thII:vtlllllf:'l':lllft{‘I):l :I:'r‘o;f:r revolved around shrlnklng Jewish numbers. Evg@@tm VLIQL*"H Spemer Schwartz from You Realty
life with all the necessary every communal dISCUS.SIOH, every demographlcaq}jefﬂ empty, Iongly, Residential Property Sales and Rentals + Auctions
tombstone requirements” seems to focus on decline. We hear about emigaatiomcertain. Yet it wa I I
o ’ assimilation, smaller schools, fewer young familigsSHFL“FD O O\ Starts Ends
Continuing Rabbi Sher’s z’[ Legacy staying behind. It's easy to become anxious abdlaish people became| Johannesburg  17:11 18:02
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us something powerful,in communities that feg| East London 16:59 17:52
every Jew matters  vulnerable. Jerusalem* 18:49 20:10 |
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— measured not only by is not only how to pres
ANY CONDITION o /4_\ ~ size. Itis meatsure)ij gy numtt)ers,)/but h(;W‘:O On the thlrd day Of the SlXDay Warin June 1967,

soul strengthen connection Israeli forces captured East Jerusalem - restoring
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Jewish access to the Old City and the Western Wall.

*Please note that Israel time is T hour ahead
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