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Ambassador says SA must do U-turn on Iran, Israel

NICOLA MILTZ

US Ambassador to South Africa L Brent Bozell
Il has warned that the government's stance
on Israel and Iran, and its broader foreign
policy alignment has created an “impasse”
with Washington.

This, he insists, could carry "grave”
economic and diplomatic consequences
unless the African National Congress-led
Government of National Unity fundamentally
"rethinks itself".

Inan in-depth interview with the
SAJewish Report, Bozell made it clear that
the US'is “dead serious" about its concerns
and hopes to see concrete changes from the
South African government.

"The government knows we have to have
some kind of a restart on this issue before
we can say things are back on the right
track,” Bozell said. "And until these things are
resolved to the satisfaction of the president of
the United States, we are atan impasse.”

However, despite this sentiment,
the Minister of International Affairs and
Cooperation, Ronald Lamola, last week held a
meeting with Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchiin New Delhi. His department
reported the discussions focused on
strengthening diplomatic relations between
the two countries.

The ambassador expressed deep alarm
over South Africa’'s growing engagement
with Tehran, describing Iran as “the pariah of
the world"

"Atthe end of the day, the South African
government has to ask itself the degree
to which it wants to be in solidarity with a
government that eagerly slaughters tens
of thousands of its own people in its own
streets for having the temerity to oppose the
policies,” he says.

"Iran is destabilising the world economy

because it wants a nuclear bomb to threaten
the world with."

Bozell references South Africa's military
cooperation exercises with Iran, China,
and Russia as further evidence of Pretoria
drifting into hostile geopolitical tenitory.

US Ambassad r L Brent Bozell Il
. ' -

"Your defence minister going to Tehran

last summer, Iranians sending battleships
to South Africa to participate in military
exercises with the Chinese - all these things
come in a big bucket,” he says.

"South Africa tends to get on the wrong
horses.”

Bozell, who had a rocky diplomatic debut
earlier this year that saw him formally
demarched by the South African goverment
over controversial remarks, speaks of his
relationship with the government now as
"good"

He goes on to say, " hate the word
'strained’ because everybody uses it, but
there are challenges. We've had some
challenges and we've made clear what our
disagreements are. We're talking through
them. We're having good discussions.”

Washington has previously identified
five major concerns it wants South Africa to

address before relations can really improve:
the Expropriation Act; broad-based black
economic empowerment policies; the "Kill
the Boer” chant; rural violence and farm
murders; and its foreign policy alignment.

For now, Bozell says, Washington is
primarily focused on three issues: rural
violence, economic barriers to American
investment, and what he repeatedly refers to
as South Africa’s troubling abandonment of
genuine non-alignment.

"The rural violence and attacks on the
white minority Afrikaner farmers is of
grave concern," Bozell says. “The economic
issues, the roadblocks that are stifling
investment - [Donald Trump] s a president
that cares very much about trade and there
are some dramatic trade barriers that have
to be addressed. We are having those
conversations now and I'm feeling optimistic
about this."

Then comes the other issue at the heart of
the diplomatic rupture.

"The non-alignment issue," Bozell says,

"is one of the top concerns that we have. We
have seen South Africa moving in a direction
that we find uncomfortable, disconcerting,
and unacceptable. We need South Africa to
return to a non-aligned status.”

Atthe centre of Washington's frustrations
lies Pretoria's hard-line position against Israel
and its deepening relationship with Iran, a
stance that anti-Israel activists and sections of
the ANC alliance applaud, but which Bozell
makes clear Washington views as profoundly
concerning.

"The South African government knows
what our position is vis-a-vis Israel," he says.
"Israel is America’s staunchest ally and we are

going to defend and protect Israel in return.

"There is a terrible streak of
antisemitism that to me is scary as
Continued on page 3>>
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Eurovision star serenades SA
couple under chuppah

LEE TANKLE

s King David Linksfield
alumnus Geena Cohen and
Nathanael Stanislas stood

under the chuppah in Stellenbosch
18 months ago, Noam Bettan

— the Israeli Eurovision 2026
superstar — surprised guests

with a moving rendition of

Im Eshkachech Yerushalayim

(If I forget you Jerusalem).

but he wanted to make Geena and
me happy and he offered to sing
the song.”

Geena, who had known Bettan
for more than five years at that
point, knew he was talented. But
when he started singing under
the chuppabh, she was surprised
and overwhelmed as Nathanael
had forgotten to tell her it would
happen.

“Standing under the chuppah

Noam Bettan singing to the bride and groom

Bettan, a friend of the couple
who met in Israel, was a guest at
the November 2024 wedding.

He and Nathanael have been
best friends for 18 years, since
they were 10 years old in Ra'anana
and Nathanael had made aliya
from France. So, when he was
getting married, it was obvious
Bettan would be there. However, it
wasn't a given that he would sing.

“Noam and my friends decided
to come to this wedding in South
Africa when it was a complicated
period for all of us Israelis to
come, with the situation between
our two countries since
7 October,” said Nathanael. “There
was a lot of uncertainty, but it
didn’t stop him and my friends
taking the risk and coming to
celebrate with us. I think it shows
how incredible they are to put
light first where there’s darkness
and uncertainty.

“We're best friends, but I'm
also not the kind of person to ask
things like these,” said Nathanael.
“So maybe 72 hours before the
wedding, we were speaking about
G-d, prayers, and the wedding,
and | don’t remember exactly how,

is already such an overwhelming
and emotional experience, but
hearing his voice just elevated
everything,” she said. “I had
always said that if anyone were
to sing at my wedding, | would
want it to be Noam because he

has the most breathtaking, soulful
voice. However, | never actually
thought it would be a reality,” she
said. “When his name was called,
and he started to sing, | was
completely shocked in the best
way imaginable. The emotion he
brought to the ceremony was just
pure magic; it genuinely could not
have been more perfect.”

Since then, Bettan’s star power
has soared. He already had a

growing fan base thanks to
| several successful singles
and appearances on Israeli
music and talent shows.
Songs like Buba and tracks
from his debut album had
received radio play, and he
was known among younger
Israeli pop audiences.

However, when he won
HaKokhav HaBa (Rising Star),
Israel’s Eurovision selection
show, in January this year, he
reached national fame.

This was no surprise to
those around Bettan as they
had always believed he would
become a star.

“But the road to success is
not easy, and Noam is a pure
example of perseverance and hard
work. He never gave up, even if
some periods were harder than
others,” said Nathanael, “I saw

‘ ‘ himself for years and always

THE EMOTION HE BROUGHT TO THE
CEREMONY WAS JUST PURE MAGIC;
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him working really hard trying
to do what he loves, even if he
had to be a waiter and try to tell
the customers in his restaurant
to listen to his songs and tell
them that one day they would
hear about him. He worked on

very first performance when
he released his first album
right at the start of his career,
so watching him completely
command that massive stage in
Europe, in front of millions of
people, was beyond inspiring.”

“Eurovision was made for him,”

said Nathanael. “Noam speaks

and sings uently in English,

French, and Hebrew. He loves

music; he loves the love that

music gives to people. We are

Zionists and so to see him

able to do what he loves and

represent Israel in the best way

he can, spreading love around

him and light, is astonishing. |

couldn’t be prouder as a friend
and also as a Jew.

“But mainly | was so happy
that now not only I, our friends,
and Israel, but the world was
able to see how talented and how
much light Noam has to give to
the world. He deserves it. For
me, he won it a thousand times.
And the funniest thing is that
a big part of me knows that it’s
only the beginning for him.”

IT GENUINELY COULD NOT HAVE
BEEN MORE PERFECT.

knew that his time would come
... he worked extremely hard for
it and never stopped believing
init”

For Geena and Nathanael,
seeing Bettan compete in
Eurovision and do so well “was
surreal”.

“It is honestly incredible to
see how far he has come,” said
Geena. “l actually went to his

Ambassador says SA must do U-turn on Iran, Israel
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hell,” he says. "In a world that has been fuelled by hatred towards Israel, only
bad things can come of it.

"October 7 was that sort of bad thing that happens and Israel was well within
her right to defend herself and continues to be well within her right to defend
herself. The United States stands with Israel on this unequivocally."

He stresses the closeness of Washington and Jerusalem under the current US
administration.

"The president of the United States, the secretary of state, our secretary of war -
everyone who is a leader in this sphere is being unequivocal,” he says. "There is no
air between the US and Israel. No air escapes between the two countries.”

Bozell takes direct aim at slogans heard at anti-Israel demonstrations across the
world, including in South Africa. “From the river to the sea’ - not a lot of people
are paying attention to that. That's not a slogan. They're deadly serious.”

Referring to Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Houthis, he says, "They make it a point
to affirm this desire to wipe out the State of Israel.

"Does the South African government want to be aligned with that kind of
thinking?" he asks. "It's got to rethink itself."

"When our allies are treated unfairly and Israel is being treated unfairly, it's
troubling."

Bozell warns that a fallout from the challenging relationship with the US could
have “dire economic consequences"”.

"There's an executive order that prevents any investment from the US in South
Africa,” he says.

"This isn't extortion at all. It's simply saying that if you want things like trade
barriers dropped, investment at a time when South Africa desperately needs jobs -
we have US companies that desperately want to do business and we have billions
that are just sitting there."

"There are some great deals that can be made with South Africa. We all want it
to happen. But these things have to be resolved.”

Bozell says South Africa stands at a defining crossroads.

"It knows fundamentally that changes have to be made. It knows this," he
says. "Look at all the problems that it doesn't need to have. People who want to
invest in the country are just seeing a whole host of problems, and one of them is
getting in bed with bad players.

"South Africa should rethink this if it wants to have good relations. Maybe it
doesn't want to have good relations, in which case it won't listen. But | urge them
to listen to the better angels.”

"You may see 40% unemployment, | see 40% employable. Huge opportunity.”
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Kinocide —when families become targets 4

OPINION

oleinu SA acknowledges the release of the Civil
KCommission‘s report, Silenced No More, in
which Hamas's brutality on 7 October has been
recognised as a previously downplayed form of torture,
namely kinocide.
Kinocide refers to the deliberate weaponisation
and destruction of families, particularly in the context
of crimes against humanity. Itis akin to genocide but
focuses specifically on familial bonds, highlighting
the targeting of family units as a distinct international
crime. The term recognises that violence of this nature
is not confined to the suffering of individuals alone.
Rather, it seeks to shatter the emotional, relational,
and generational bonds that sustain communal life.
Kinocide is often used strategically to instil fear, fracture
communities, assert domination, erase safety, and
inflict profound psychological devastation that extends
far beyond the immediate victims. Because this crime
targets the family as a foundational social unit, its impact
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reverberates across generations and entire communities.

Dr Cochav Elkayam-Levy, founder and chair of the Civil Commission on October 7th
Crimes by Hamas against Women and Children, identifies several recurring forms or
patterns of kinocide, including violence committed in the presence of family members,
in which perpetrators intentionally kill, torture, sexually violate, or severely injure
individuals while their relatives are forced to witness the abuse. In doing so, love and
attachment themselves are weaponised, tumning family bonds into instruments of
psychological torture.

The report further documents the annihilation of entire family units, where multiple
generations are deliberately erased within a single act of violence; the abduction and
hostage-taking of families, including children, creating prolonged terror, uncertainty,
and emotional devastation; and the intentional separation of parents and children,
siblings, spouses, and elderly relatives in order to destabilise emotional security,
caregiving structures, identity, and resilience within both families and communities.

Another dimension identified is the use of digital and social media to amplify familial
trauma. Perpetrators allegedly used victims' phones and social media accounts to
livestream or distribute atrocities directly to relatives and the wider public. The report
describes this as a modern dimension of kinocide, designed to magnify humiliation,
helplessness, terror, and psychological injury.

Lastly, the destruction and desecration of family homes, symbolic centres of intimacy,

ROZANNE SACK 1 lj

safety, and belonging, formed part of the
broader destruction of the family unit itself.

Elkayam-Levy writes that such targeted attacks against families
are not unique to 7 October, but emerge in numerous past and
present global conflicts, including Rwanda and present-day Ukraine.
Yet despite their prevalence and devastating impact, these acts have
often remained unnamed and insufficiently recognised. Identifying
and naming kinocide is therefore essential. Naming creates
recognition. Recognition creates accountability. And accountability
creates the possibility of justice.

Italso gives survivors language for harms that are often too
overwhelming to articulate, offering validation, dignity, and a path
towards healing.

The development of the term kinocide is important not only for
legal accountability, but for civil society as a whole. Naming the
deliberate targeting of families helps society better understand the
true nature and long-term impact of modern atrocities. By giving
language to this form of violence, civil society is better equipped
to document harm, support survivors, challenge denial and
minimisation, and advocate for stronger protections for families in
conflict settings.

Recognising kinocide also reinforces a broader moral principle: that the family unit,
as a source of human dignity, safety, identity, love, and resilience, must never become a
deliberate target of violence and terror.

Elkayam-Levy and colleagues are now working toward having kinocide recognised
formally within international legal frameworks, allowing these acts to be prosecuted
more explicitly under international criminal law.

The report's title, Silenced No More, carries profound significance. Silence protects
perpetrators. Silence isolates survivors. Silence allows denial to flourish while trauma
continues to echo through families and generations. Breaking that silence responsibly,
compassionately, and courageously is one of the most important steps any society can
take towards truth, accountability, and healing.

Because beyond the statistics, the politics, and the headlines are shattered dining
room tables, empty bedrooms, parents searching for children, children waiting for
parents who will never return, and families forever altered by terror. To recognise
kinocide is to recognise that the destruction of a family is not collateral damage. It is the
destruction of a world.

® Rozanne Sack is a co-founder of Koleinu SA, a helpline and advocacy organisation for
victims of gender-based violence and child abuse in the Jewish and wider community.
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A blessing that grows with the child  oran Thougnt

arashat Naso contains one of the most beautiful
sections in the Torah, Birkat Kohanim, the
priestly blessing. We know its words from shul,

from yomtov, and perhaps most tenderly from Friday
night, when parents place their hands on their children

Children cannot flourish if they aren't cared for at the
level of the most basic needs on Maslow's hierarchy.

The second line is "May Hashem shine His face toward
you and be gracious to you" This is a different kind of
parenting. It's not only what we give our children, but

Rabbi Sam Thurgood
United Herzlia Schools

and bless them - certainly one of the most treasured
moments of my week. “May Hashem bless you and
protect you."

how we look at them. A child is spiritually nourished by
the lightin a parent's face, by knowing that they bring us
joy, that we notice them, that we delight in who they

stage of all. We spend years -
teaching children how to stand, and then struggle when
they begin to stand apart from us. But the goal of Jewish

| remember with fondness and admiration when an
acquaintance of mine, a Christian Zionist, contacted me.
His son was turning 18 and at this milestone he dearly

are becoming.
This is also where education becomes deeply
formative. American talk show host and writer

education isn't dependence, but holy independence:
children who can carry Torah, make choices, ask real
questions, and build their own relationship with
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See our website
www.benchingcards.com

wished fora rabbinic blessing. Could he bring him to Dennis Prager has often pointed out that what Hashem.
ETERNAL shul for a blessing? That's exactly what we did, and both ~ parents communicate as their highest value shapes May we, and our children, be blessed in all of these
MEMORIALS the fatherand I said the words of the Birkat Kohanimfor ~ what children learn to value. What we choose to ways.
this young man as his father wept tears of gratitude for compliment them on matters. If the shine in our eyes Shabbat Shalom.

Rabbi Ryan Goldstein
083-458 9965
RabbiRyanG@gmail.com

that moment.

Of all the commentaries and explanations that
have been written about these beautiful words, what
resonated most deeply with me was a teaching of Rabbi
David Fohrman, who shows how these three lines of
blessing, only 15 words in all, illustrate three distinct

appears only when our
children win, achieve,
perform, orimpress,
then they learn that
these are the things that
make them precious.

Shabbat and Yomtov Ti
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They need food, safety,
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this as the stage in which
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towards the child, whether
in caring orin pride, but
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King David calls on former pupils to speak about sexual abuse

NICOLA MILTZ

former King David High School
Linksfield hostel boarder - who
claims two male teachers

sexually abused him when he was just
14 years old - returned to South Africa
more than four decades later to lay
criminal charges against them.

The case, which became public this
week in a statement by the South African
Board of Jewish Education (SABJE), has
prompted other former
pupils to quietly come
forward.

"What struck me most
through our engagement
with him was the lifelong
pain and trauma he has
carried,” Rabbi Ricky Seeff,
general director of the
SABJE, told the SA Jewish
Report.

"This is not something
that can ever be minimised.
We have a duty of care
to our students, and if
these alleged perpetrators

1983, he was sexually abused by two
male teachers.

One was connected to the hostel, while
the other may not have been involved
with hostel life, said Seeff. It is believed
the two men acted independently and
may not have been aware of each other’s
conduct at the time.

"After allegedly enduring decades
of pain, shame, and emotional trauma,
the former pupil eventually found the
courage to come forward,” said Seeff.

R =
ey e

are guilty, they must be
prosecuted. Abuse in any shape or form
cannot and will not be tolerated.”

The release of the SABJE statement on
18 May acknowledging allegations of
historical sexual abuse appears to have
resonated with many and has ignited
difficult conversations about that era.

At the centre of the case is a man in his
late 505 who says that, as a vulnerable
14-and 15-year-old staying at now-
closed Sachs House Hostel in 1982 and

The Studios on the site wher

Several months ago, the former pupil
contacted the school via email from
overseas, detailing the allegations. What
followed was a lengthy and emotional
engagement between Seeff and this
man. During months of discussions,
he was encouraged to document his
allegations formally and compile a
detailed affidavit for police.

The man has also been in contact
with other former pupils from that time

e the hostel used to be

and believes there may be additional
survivors of abuse by the accused
teachers. He hopes that the school's
public disclosure and the opening of the
criminal case will encourage them to
come forward.

After the affidavit was completed, Seeff
approached police for guidance, but was
informed that the complainant himself
would need to return to South Africa to
open the criminal case in person.

The SABJE helped bring the man back
to South Africa to do so and
B he is in contact with the
investigators.

The former pupil said
he has confronted both
alleged perpetrators during
his personal healing
N journey - one some
time ago, and the other
more recently. Both men,
possibly in their 70s, are
aware of the allegations
B against them and may
know that criminal charges
have now been laid.

Whether they are still
involved in education is
not known, nor has it been disclosed
at which other schools they may have
taught over the years. However, the
SABJE said it had reported the matter to
the South African Council for Educators to
ensure that "until the process has run its
course, the alleged perpetrators are not
teaching or part of the education sector
inany way".

In the SABJE statement, it said it was
"deeply saddened and shocked" by the

allegations.

"Irrespective of the passage of 40
years, the SABJE takes allegations of this
nature extremely seriously," it read.

Seeff said the school had a
responsibility not only to support
the former pupil, but also to send an
unequivocal message that abuse would
never be tolerated.

"We have learnt so much through
our engagements with him," said Seeff.
"We have a responsibility to ensure this
doesn't happen and that all students are
supported and cared for."

The SABJE had engaged lawyers and
the Independent Schools Association of
Southern Africa to ensure the accusations
are properly investigated and handled
appropriately.

"We recognise the distress that abuse
causes and the constant source of pain
that victims live with, often for the rest of
their lives," said Seeff.

"It also takes tremendous courage for
victims to come forward and share their
experiences.”

The organisation extended "a sincere
apology to any former Davidians who
may have experienced abuse in our
schools in the past”.

Seeff said the former pupil had been
plagued by emotional suffering well into
adulthood before he had finally sought
closure and justice.

The SABJE asked that former pupils
who may have experienced or witnessed
abusive conduct during the period under
investigation, or at any other time, to
come forward confidentially.

It said it now had extensive

safeguarding measures in place across
King David schools, including police
clearance checks and sexual offender
vetting. It also has compulsory annual
safeguarding training, abuse-prevention
education programmes beginning in
Grade R, and formal reporting escalation
protocols involving teachers, social
workers, and senior management.

The SABJE has partnered with
safeguarding specialists The Guardian to
review and strengthen abuse prevention
and reporting structures.

Koleinu SA, which runs a sexual abuse
prevention programme at King David
schools, welcomed the SABJE's public
response.

"As providers of the Schoolsafe
Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse
programme, we salute King David for
the transparency and accountability
reflected in its response to the allegation
of historical sexual abuse at the school,"
Wendy Hendler and Rozanne Sack of
Koleinu SAtold the SA Jewish Report.

The organisation praised the school's
safeguarding commitments and
highlighted the immense courage it
takes for survivors to speak publicly
about abuse, particularly decades later.

"Belief and support of survivors, public
acknowledgement, and a commitment to
investigation are critical steps in creating
safer communities,” they said.

In a direct message to the complainant
and any possible additional survivors,
Sack and Hendler said, "You are not
alone, you deserve to be heard, and your
experiences matter."

Police investigations are continuing.
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In honour of Steven

new United States Ambassador to South Africa,

L Brent Bozell lIl. The ambassador has hardly done
interviews since he got to South Africa, and we had
literally been asking for a one-on-one since weeks
before he arrived on our shores.

When I say "we" | am actually referring to my
wonderful late colleague Steven Gruzd, who right up
until the day he was abducted and killed on Friday
27 March was emailing and calling the US embassy,
requesting this interview, once and sometimes twice
a week.

During the dreadful time we were all reeling from
the shock of what had happened to Steve, there was
an outpouring of love and respect for him and all
that he had achieved in his life. One of the many messages was a personal letter from the
US ambassador saying he was "deeply saddened to learn of the tragic passing” of Steve. "On
behalf of the United States government, | extend our deepest sympathies.”

He went on to say, "We had the privilege of engaging with Steven in his capacity as a
journalist, where we benefited from his thoughtful analysis and his commitment to rigorous,
informed public discourse. His work always reflected a deep understanding of South Africa’s
place in the world and contributed meaningfully to important global conversations on
international affairs.”

| was moved by what a mensch Bozell was to send this to us, whether it was prompted by
colleagues or not. He didn't have to do that.

Atthe time, | made it clear to the embassy and our team that when we finally interviewed
the ambassador, we would do it in Steve's honour. Well, we got our chance, and our
undoubtedly controversial front-page lead is in Steven Gruzd's honour today. | have no doubt
he is proud of the job that his colleague and friend Nicola Miltz did in tribute to him.

The ambassador pulled no punches and stuck to his guns in insisting that the South African
government reconsiders its friends who are detrimental to its other relations - not least the
one with the US. His commitment to Israel and the Jewish world was equally admirable, but
is certainly unlikely to impress our haters. But then | am sure he knows this.

I have to say that it gives me such a feeling of warmth to know we have friends like this in
high places.

In the same week, | initially had a sinking feeling when | read Klaas Mokgomole, who was
once a member of BDS and is now a staunch friend of the community and Israel, complaining
about his talk at St Mary's School being canned because of “security threats". | feared another
ugly Roedean saga.

| worried that antisemitism was spreading through private schools, and that St Mary's had
had two anti-Israel speakers and Mokgomole was unable to give an alternative perspective.
| do get that St Mary's got scared by threats from anti-Israel haters. Who wouldn't be? But it
was disappointing that it didn't still go ahead with offering a different perspective, as one
expects from a school of this calibre.

Having said that, | am so relieved that this week St Mary's committed to holding the
Mokgomole talk after exams. | understand that it must put the security of pupils first, but it
cannot kowtow to threats. And activists have no right to stop schools from hearing all sides of
the Middle East situation. If they are so convinced that they are right, what are they scared of?
Makes you think!

Well done to St Mary's for not allowing threats and fearmongering tactics to stop you doing
what is right - even if it is a little later than it was meant to be.

I have to say the South African Board of Jewish Education also stepped up to the plate this
week in letting the King David community, past and present, know about the sexual abuse
that took place during 1982 and 1983 at King David Linksfield. What was impressive was the
willingness to be transparent and share the information in the interests of finding others who
may have suffered under two predators. Also, it showed parents and pupils that abuse was
not and will never be acceptable at King David.

This is modelling transparency and integrity, and | have to say kol hakavod to Rabbi Ricky
Seeff and the Board of Jewish Education.

And while I'm in the spirit of honouring, it was a joy to watch the Eurovision final on
Saturday night and to see the incredible support for Israel’s super-talented Noam Bettan as he
sang Michelle. | have no doubt Israel was very happy with second place, especially because
coming first would have meant being host country next year. Both winning and hosting
would have come with all sorts of political fallout, which I don't believe would be worth it.

So, taking second place in this competition is winning for Israel. And for us at the SA Jewish
Report, finding out that Bettan had performed at a wedding in South Africa not that long ago
was also a coup.

As this is our Shavuot edition, with Shavuot from Thursday to Saturday evening, we have
some wise food for thought in terms of spiritual nutrition. One of the esteemed rabbis writing
for us is none other than Rabbi Dr Meesh Hammer-Kossoy, who in 2015 became Israel’s first
female Orthodox rabbi. She will be joining us for Limmud later this year so you can get to
hear more from her then.

Finally, | want to welcome Yoel Levy to our shores. | am one of the thousands who follow
@thejewishfitnesscoach as he runs marathons in cities around the world, making people
aware of and jogging people’s memories about 7 October and what's happened since then.

He runs in a Batman outfit in memory of Ariel and Kfir Bibas, the ginger-haired little boy
and baby Hamas terrorists kidnapped with their mother and killed in captivity in Gaza.

Astonishingly, he was en route to South Africa at the beginning of the week when his plane
had to turn back and was then cancelled. Fortunately, he persevered and will be on the road
in Cape Town on Sunday. Good luck, Yoel! We're rooting for you!

Itwas a real coup for us to get an interview with the

Chag Shavuot sameach and Shabbat Shalom!
Peta Krost
Editor

OPINION

e recent controversy surrounding The New York Times
I column alleging widespread sexual abuse of Palestinian
prisoners by Israelis should alarm anyone who still believes
journalism has a duty to separate evidence from propaganda.

The issue is not whether allegations against Israel should be
investigated. Of course they should. Democracies are obligated
to examine accusations of wrongdoing seriously and transparently.

The issue is how one of the world's most influential newspapers
came to publish allegations so grotesque, so inflammatory, and so
thinly substantiated that under any normal journalistic standard
they should have triggered immediate editorial scepticism.

Most shocking among them were claims that Israelis had
trained dogs to rape Palestinian detainees.

Pause fora momentand consider the enormity of that
accusation.

This was not a claim about excessive force, mistreatment, or
even isolated abuse. It was an allegation bordering on medieval
fantasy, portraying Israelis not merely as soldiers or jailers but
as uniquely depraved monsters engaged in systematic sexual
sadism.

And yet these claims were elevated into mainstream
international discourse through the pages of The New York
Times.

The extraordinary nature of these accusations should have [e"e

demanded overwhelming corroboration before publication.
Instead, basic questions regarding sourcing, evidence, and
credibility appear to have been subordinated to a narrative
that parts of the media are increasingly eager to embrace:
Israel as uniquely evil.

That matters because accusations of this kind do not exist
inavacuum.

Historically, blood libels against Jews relied on portraying
them as grotesquely inhuman, capable of crimes so
monstrous that ordinary moral standards no longer applied.
Medieval Europe accused Jews of ritual murder. Moderm discourse
replaces those accusations with claims of genocidal cruelty,
deliberate child murder, or sadistic sexual depravity.

The language changes. The mechanism remains disturbingly
familiar.

What made The New York Times episode particularly revealing
was how little scepticism these claims initially encountered
in many media and activist circles. Had similarly sensational
accusations been levelled against almost any other democratic
country, editors would probably have demanded forensic
evidence, multiple layers of independent verification, and
extraordinary caution before publication.

Butwhen Israel is involved, the evidentiary threshold too often
appears dramatically lower.

Claims of Israelis training dogs to rape prisoners should have
immediately raised glaring credibility concerns. Instead, they were
treated as serious and publishable assertions.

Beyond that, the sourcing behind the article included heavy
reliance on activist organisations and partisan accounts lacking
meaningful independent corroboration. Additional revelations
only deepened doubts over the credibility of the allegations and
the editorial process that allowed them to be amplified globally.

The New York Times should retract the piece altogether.

Connect with those still at the table

OPINION

ver years working with seniors in our community,
O it has become increasingly clear that our elders are

among our greatest treasures and yet often among
the most overlooked.

There are Holocaust survivors who still hum lullabies their
mothers sang to them so many decades ago. When | walk
into our communities’ retirement facilities and sing Yiddish
melodies something remarkable happens. Faces that seemed
distant moments before suddenly light up, and voices quietly
begin to join in. There are seniors who cannot remember what
they had for breakfast yet can recite childhood prayers without
missing a word. And there are moments when everything
changes simply because someone pauses, sits down, and
listens long enough for their world to open again.

As Shavuot and Yizkor approach, these moments feel even
more significant.

Shavuot is not only the anniversary of receiving the Torah at
Sinai. It is zman matan Torateinu, the festival of transmission,
how Torah moves from one generation to the next. While
children are the guarantors for the Torah, it is parents and
grandparents who ensure its perpetuity through decades of
lived example.

As children, these were routines. Only later do they reveal
themselves as eternity in motion.

On the second day of Shavuot, Yizkor is recited for those no
longer with us. The day we received Torah is also the day we

The New York Times damage is done

Blood libels against Jews

d on portraying them as

grotesquely inhuman, capable
of crimes so monstrous that

SIMON PLOSKER

Whether or not that happens, the broader
damage is already done.

Once allegations of this nature enter
international discourse, they spread instantly across social media,
campuses, political movements, and activist networks. Corrections
rarely travel as far as the original accusation. Nuance disappears.
What remains is the image: Israelis as monsters.

And this is precisely why Hamas and its allies invest so heavily
ininformation warfare.

They understand that emotionally shocking accusations can
shape global opinion more effectively than military victories.

They understand that parts of the international media are often
predisposed to believe the worst about Israel. Most importantly,
they understand that once such narratives take hold, many
journalists become reluctant to revisit them, even when serious
doubts emerge.

This creates a dangerous asymmetry in coverage.

Israeli statements are routinely treated with intense suspicion,
while allegations emerging from deeply partisan or hostile sources
are frequently granted
immediate legitimacy if
they reinforce prevailing
ideological assumptions.
Verification becomes
secondary to narrative.

Thatis notjournalism. It is
advocacy masquerading as

reporting.
And the consequences
ordinary moral standardS no extend far beyond Israel itself.
. Such coverage fuels
|0nqe|' apphed. antisemitism worldwide by

reviving and legitimising
ancient portrayals of Jews as uniquely malevolent. It poisons
public discourse and erodes trust in journalism itself. Every time
a major media institution appears willing to relax its standards
when covering Israel, it reinforces the growing belief that political
agendas increasingly drive editorial decisions.

No democracy should be exempt from scrutiny. But neither
should any democracy be subjected to standards abandoned
nowhere else.

Responsible journalism requires scepticism about all sides,
particularly when dealing with allegations designed to provoke
maximum emotional outrage. It requires editors willing to ask
whethera claim is merely shocking or actually credible. Most
importantly, it requires the discipline to resist amplifying narratives
before the facts are firmly established.

The New York Times controversy matters because it exposed
how quickly those principles can collapse when Israel is the
accused party.

And until major media institutions rediscover the difference
between rigorous reporting and narrative amplification, they will
continue to damage not only Israel's reputation, but their own
credibility as well.

* Simon Plosker is the Editorial Director of HonestReporting, an
Israeli media advocacy group.

RABBI ARI KIEVMAN

remember those who brought Torah into
our homes.

Jewish law teaches that when a festival
arrives, even a mourner sitting shiva must pause their grief
for the yomtov celebration. At first glance this is difficult to
understand. How can grief simply be interrupted?

Perhaps the answer is that a Jew is never only an individual
life, but part of an unbroken chain. A life may end, but the
story it helped build continues.

This reality is one that | witness daily in my work with the
elderly. Families try, even if imperfectly but sincerely, to repay
a lifetime of care with presence and patience.

Yet, many seniors are physically cared for but emotionally
unseen. What is often needed most is not another service, but
dignity, attention, and presence.

Because one day, the voice we were too busy to answer will
be the voice we would give anything to hear again.

Yizkor is not only about memory, it is about responsibility.

This Shavuot, as you again hear Ten Commandments,
including "Honour 