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SA drags out IC) case against Israel

NICOLA MILTZ saving a single life”. Africa’s quiet requests to buy more time.

“This case was never about the facts. It has

He said, “A government that claimed the

outh Africa’s “genocide” case against world’s most urgent humanitarian emergency always been a propaganda campaign by South

Israel at the International Court of has just asked for years to argue aboutit. And it  Africa in the service of Hamas, masquerading as

Justice (ICJ) is set to drag on for at least is asking South Africans to keep paying for the alegal process,” it said.

another three years after Pretoria requested privilege. More than R130 million of taxpayers’ Anne Herzberg, legal adviser at the
Jerusalem-based NGO Monitor, said the

lengthy delay would allow for the “genocide”

an 18-month extension to file its response to money has already been poured into this case,

Israel’s defence. with tens, if not hundreds, of millions more
The move has sparked widespread criticism to come now that the proceedings have been
stretch out to 2029.”

In a post on X, Israel’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said that South Africa’s “baseless

‘genocide’ case” was “collapsing” and all the

allegation to continue hanging over the Jewish
from those who believe it undermines South State for years to come, regardless of the
Africa’s longstanding claims that the case was so eventual outcome.
urgent that the world’s highest court needed to “South Africa also sought a particularly
intervene immediately. lengthy delay because, by dragging out the
The ICJ, based in The Hague, has now given
South Africa until November 2027 to
submit its reply to Israel’s defence. Israel
will then have until May 2029 to file its

response, meaning the case remains years

claims of ‘urgency’ have now turned into South ~ proceedings, it is able to keep the spectre of

away from a final ruling.

The extension has fuelled questions
about why South Africa is seeking more
time after repeatedly stressing the
urgency of the matter since launching the
case in December 2023.

President Cyril Ramaphosa defended
the development in an official statement
on Tuesday, 2 June, saying, “A second
round of written pleadings is common
in ICJ cases; in fact, in all previous cases
brought under the Genocide Convention,
parties have submitted a reply and a
rejoinder.”

Ramaphosa also reiterated South
Africa’s position on the merits of the case,
saying, “Self-defence is not a defence to
genocide, there is none.”

However, the National Chairperson
of the South African Zionist Federation,
Craig Pantanowitz, labelled the
Cape Town Jewish Board of Deputies chairperson Simone Sulcas and director Daniel Bloch bumped
into former South African-Israeli hostage Aviva Siegel at the American Jewish Congress (AJC)
Annual Global Forum in Washington, DC this week

developments as the “final unmasking of
a political stunt that was never about the
law, never about facts, and never about
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the genocide claim hanging over Israel’s head,”
Herzberg said.

“If the court ruled in Israel’s favour, South
Africa, Iran, and other hostile actors would not
have this weapon anymore.”

Herzberg argued that prolonging the
proceedings would continue to fuel anti-Israel
sentiment and contribute to rising Jew-hatred
around the world.

“Itis absolutely true that by keeping this false
narrative alive, it will continue to contribute to
the explosion of global antisemitism,” she said.

She was sharply critical of the court’s decision
to grant such a lengthy extension.

“It is disappointing that the ICJ continues
to show itself as a politicised institution,
because there is no doubt that by allowing
this case to drag on, the ICJ has played into
South Africa’s lawfare motive.”

Herzberg said the extension reflected the
strength of Israel’s legal response. “Israel
presented a very lengthy and detailed
rebuttal to South Africa’s claims and told the
ICJ that it was ready for the court to rule
immediately on the merits.”

She claimed this was another reason
South Africa had sought additional time.
“South Africa knew that what Israel provided
to the ICJ would completely eviscerate its
claims of ‘genocide’ and so sought a delay
so that it would have time to go back to its
well of nongovernmental organisations and
other hostile actors to fabricate a response,”
Herzberg said.

South Africa might also be hoping to
benefit from developments in another
genocide case before the ICJ.

“The delay also works to South Africa’s
advantage because the court is about to
rule on a genocide case involving Myanmar,
and the country is hoping that perhaps the

Continued on page 3>>
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Staunch Israel critic wins New Jersey district Hamawy, who is credited with Ji@ving \ responsibility through deeply personal YorkeNational Geogrammnd other publications
\ narratives that feel both timely and endtn@ogs his Jewish family’s history “from Moor
7KH 6DPL 5RKU 3U L3l OphanLSyns ¥ Ardgéhtina and beyond’
Laura Hobson Falttéio Will Rescue travelogue, memoir, history, and reftoeager i
Us?: The Story of the Jewish Children the Deseast his second book.
who Fled to France and America During th&mir TibgiThe Gates of Gaza: A Story of Be
margin ahead of second-place Brad Cohen, witth&68tts to counterweight the pro-Israi Holocaudtaure is a professor of modern Jev@ahvival, and Hope in Israel’s Bordbratieisut
the vote in — even as he faced questions over Hislgstgesoup AIPAC (American Israel Public Affisicry at Université Paris 1-Panthéon-SorbonneEYRIRN E\ WKH ,VUDHOL MRX
to Omar Abdel-Rahman, the “Blind Sheikh” con@iotethitiee) by installing pro-Palestinian progressineersity Press, her publisher, déscriigh of his family’s ordeal as residents of Kibbutz
terrorism charges in 1995. Hamawy’s camp hadhcaltedjress. He was endorsed by a slew of left-wing
the questions “gross and bigoted” and said the ptiligisns.
against him were “getting more desperate than ev&s"an opponent of Israel’'s [ron Dome missile defence
At a time when Israel is becoming increasinglyystem and supporter of a complete arms embargo and
unpopular among Democratic voters, Hamawy'theiciging of return for Palestinian refugees, Hamawy will
makes him the latest pro-Palestinian progressivesdame one of Congress’s sharpest Israel critics if he wins
win Democratic elections in blue districts in thisNea€mber’s general election, which he is expected to do
midterms, following fellow New Jersey candidaie Aratiégep-blue district.
Mejia and Chris Rabb in Pennsylvania.
“The Democratic establishment just got a wakeaaists announced for lucrative Jewish
call" wrote PAL PAC, a pro-Palestinian group thé&trary award
had endorsed Hamawy, on X. “This victory provesiir Tibon’s memoir about his family’s ordeal during
ZKDW ZH KDYH NQRZQ DOO DR Qdtobéstacksan (rhel Brfd Odurd BoBson Faure's
unapologetically for Palestinian freedom is a wirkiny WR U\ Rl -HZLVK FKLOGUHQ ZKR tHG IURP *HUPDQ\ WR

surgeon in Gaza, is expected to join Congress aft@sted by $2 million (R32.5 m 'ﬁpn)
winning the Democratic primary in New Jersey’mXqanding by American Prioritiess,a

platform.” JUDQFH GXULQJ :RUOG :DU ,, DUH DPRQJ WKH “QDOLVWYV IRU WKH
" " " 2026 Sami Rohr Prize.
App“anCe RepaWS on Site The annual award — which alternates ar ghayl Kelner, Amir Tibon, Jordan Salama, and Laura Hobson Faure

EHWZHHQ ZRUNV RI “FWLR=® QG QRQ"FWLRQ DQG ZKLFK

honours emerging Jewish writers — is considered one of

the most prominent awards in Jewish literature. Rescue BV OWKH “UVW FRP SUH WhcWa¥ HoWX&tadRéd-by HamKs o
The winner of the award, which comeswitha FKLOGUHQMYV tLJKW IURP 1D]L O¢idbherDAYNYEiRe dHd Qrie-bfXhD Qe

$100 000 (R1.6 million) prize, will be announcedsahsequent escape to America from the Vichy r@gboe’riecounts the heroic efforts by his f:

call 3 16 June. is her second book. retired major general, to race into the bat
all Jason -XGJHV ZLOO GHFLGH DPRQJ SR KelgeR QuidF Wk RxQdUsOHb® AviaticdriRrgscue his son, daughter-in-law, and
082 401 8239 /076 210 6532 . ; . "
this year’s award. Activists Mobilized to Free Sovkepiefessor of granddaughters from Hamas gunmen.
FREE QUOTATIONS O:KDW VWULNHV PH DERXW Jash ¢tudie® ahtsscio@oy@i\andatbil \Univeksiythe prize approaches its 20th year,

remarkable range of stories they tell and the degfelo&r details, in his second book, how Americaogevitswill continue to support writers wt
insight they bring to Jewish life and history,” Deltransformed a largely overlooked human rightswsstieexpands our understanding of the J
Goldberg, director of the Sami Rohr Prize, said im&ma landmark 20th-century mass-mobilisatioregfferience and sparks meaningful conve
email. “Each of the four books explores questions Jordan Salantranger in the Desert: A Familyfor generations to come,” Goldberg said.
of memory, identity, displacement, resilience andston/Salama, an author and contriftioiew ¢ All briefs supplied by JTA

Kindling the divine within

Torah Thought

n Jewish tradition, rituals and symbols lights shine and radiate outward. Rabbi Tamara Schagas
aren’t mere decorations or static Zechariah the prophet encounters this Temple Israel
markers of identity; they are dynamic,  very same symbol, the Menorah, centuries Cape Town

transformative tools designed to reshape later during the return to Zion after the

d D&S DRESS our inner landscape. In this week’s traumatic destruction of the First Temple. intention. Like Aaron in
°

creating the right impression Torah portion, Beha’alotcha, and the Zechariah spoke to a fractured community the desert tabernacle, we
accompanyindnaftarahfrom the prophet dealing with deep pain, economic distress, use physical rituals not as rote obligations

Zechariah, we encounter one of the oldest and internal political strife in the land but as tools to stir the soul. When we
symbols of our tradition: the seven-lamp  of Israel. As they struggled to rebuild elevate our awareness and align our actiol
golden Menorah. the nation from the ashes, Zechariah is with the divine model, we transform the
As the name of the parsha implies, shown a vision of the golden Menorah physical world. By kindling our inner light
Tel: 011 907 7882 Beha’alotcha calls for an elevating and asks the angel guiding him what it with sacred purpose, we ensure that the
info@dspress.co.za | www.dspress.co.za || | Of oneself, inviting us into a deeper means. The divine response he receives is warmth of G-d’s spirit radiates through us
See our website understanding of how we interact with the revolutionary: “Not by might, nor by power, as long as we hold that awareness sacred
www.benchingcards.com sacred artefacts of our tradition and bring but by My spirit — said the Lord of Hosts.” In every breath, an opportunity. In every
— into life the values they model for us. This eternal declaration reframes our action, a kind act. In every choice we mak
The Torah opens this portion with the understanding of human agency. As humanthe intention of peace. If we take this into
words “Speak to Aaron and say to him: beings create®’tzelem Elokinm the image our daily life it can also illuminate even the

‘When you raise the lamps, let the seven of G-d, we all carry the divine attributes darkest of times.
lamps give light in front of the Menorah.” of compassion,

(Numbers 8:2) justice, and truth as N
This leaves us with a profound question: a blueprint within Shabbat Times Brought to you by
what is G-d really asking Aaron to do? us. But in the harsh Spemer Schwartz from You Realty
When instructing Aaron on how to ignite  wilderness of human| | pocidential Property Sales and Rentals + Auctions
the candelabrum, the text eschews the existence, these I S S E—
standard verlehadlik(to light), using attributes often lie Starts Ends
insteadleha’alot “to raise” or “to cause dormant. J(Z%P;)aen'lr']oevss‘/kr)\urg %;(2)3 i;gz
to ascend”. G-d The Menorah, : :
( is asking Agron lighting candles, EIL:)?;?ontein %ggg i;gg
VE H ICLE s WANTE D to elevate his other symbols, Ggeberha 16:58 17:52
very being. It is and all rituals shall Plettenberg Bay 17:06 18:01
precisely through  always remind East London 16:51 17:45

this internal us that true Jerusalem* 18:58 20:20 S
ANY MAKE BEST PRICE elevation, through  transformation Tel Aviv* 19:18 20:23) &
ANY MODEL GUARANTEED his meditation and cannot be forced by Spencer Schwartz ® 084 524 4616 © spencer@yourealty.co.za
ANY CONDITION /— = : focused intention,  “might” or “power”.

/4_.\ that the lamps It's “by My spirit” Thinking Of Se||ing your homE?
~ / give light; his that we awaken . .

o B | conscious spiritual  our dormant godly Get expert advice and guidance from Spencer
orientation is what consciousness | |

actually makes the through deliberate Realty Its a” abOUt You!

*Please note that Israel time is T hour ahead
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