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Ichikowitz Family Foundation Rising
Star Award

Bertie Lubner Humanitarian Award
in honour of Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris

Lifetime Achievement Award
in honour of Helen Suzman

ERIC
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Investec Business Leadership Award

Investec Professional Excellence Award
The Eric Ellerine Entrepreneur Award

Europcar Women in Leadership Award

Mann Made Community Service Award

Art, Sport, Science, and Culture Award
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Take part in our upcoming
Winter Wunderkammer Auction
Thursday, 16" — Sunday, 26 July

Register now at rkauctioneers.co.za
See upcoming lots in person at our showroom
Tuesday, 14" & Wednesday, 15% July at 9:30am - 8:00pm
Thursday, 16" & Friday, 17" July at 9:30am - 4:30pm

www.rkauctioneers.co.za « 011 789 7422 « info@rkauctioneers.co.za
256 Oak Avenue, Corner Republic Road, Ferndale, 2194
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Full Catalogues will
be live online on
Sunday, 12" July
for pre-bidding.
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NICOLA MILTZ

ontroversial Dr Tlaleng Mofokeng
has concluded her six-year
enure as the United Nations

Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health
with praise from allies and blistering
condemnation from critics.

Mofokeng now returns to South
Africa, where she is challenging a Health
Professions Council of South Africa
(HPCSA) ruling that found her guilty of
unprofessional conduct.

South Africa, Palestinian people, the Arab
Group, and international nongovernmental
organisations, including Amnesty
International, lauded her during her

followed the release of UN Watch'’s latest
report, “From Watchdogs to Ideologues”,
which argues that a growing number of
UN Special Rapporteurs have abandoned
impartiality in favour of political activism.

This week, Neuer told the SA Jewish
Report that Mofokeng's tenure would
be remembered not for advancing
the universal right to health, but for
politicising it.

“Instead of acting as an impartial
UN expert, she used her office to
promote ideological causes, demonise
demaocratic states, especially Israel, and
engage in conduct that fell well below
the standards expected of a UN Special
Rapporteur,” he said.

“She frequently resorted to profane
language and abusive attacks against
those with whom she disagreed:;
publicly endorsed Hamas-linked fgures;
promoted Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions;
and turned her UN platform into a vehicle
for one-sided political advocacy rather
than objective human rights analysis. That
did lasting damage not only to her own
credibility, but also to the credibility of the
Special Rapporteur system.”

Neuer said Mofokeng's legacy should
serve as “a cautionary tale”,

“When UN mandate holders become
political activists instead of independent
experts, they erode public confdence in
the UNHRC and weaken the credibility

of the UN’s human rights
mechanisms,” he said.

“For so many of us in the
international human rights
community who once looked
to South Africa for inspiration,
this is yet another betrayal of
Nelson Mandela’s legacy.”

Mofokeng, a South African B
medical doctor and sexual
and reproductive health
advocate, was appointed by
the UNHRC in July 2020.
Her mandate was extended
in 2023 and ended in June
2026.

While supporters praised her

Dr Tlaleng

farewell appearance at
the 62nd session of the
United Nations Human
Rights Council (UNHRC)
in Geneva.

Presenting her fnal
report, Mofokeng
described serving as
Special Rapporteur as “an
honour of a lifetime”

But her farewell was
overshadowed by a
stinging intervention
from accountability
organisation UN Watch.

Addressing the
UNHRC, its executive
director, Hillel Neuer,
accused Mofokeng of
having “praised Hamas,
promoted prostitution in
Teen Vogue, and called
[former] British Prime
Minister Rishi Sunak
“Flthy"™. His remarks

uL:—‘-'

; Suburban streets of Johannesburg Were SO
» quiet on 30 June, it was reminiscent *
¢ of COVID-19 pandemic lockdown times
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outspoken advocacy on
sexual and reproductive
health rights, critics accused
her of abandoning the
impartiality required of an
independent UN expert
through repeated attacks on
Israel, infammatory social
media posts, and overt
political activism.

Those concerns
culminated in the HPCSA
fnding Mofokeng guilty of
unprofessional conduct in
October 2025 and fning
her R10 000 for bringing
the medical profession into
disrepute through abusive
and inappropriate language
on social media.

The complaint, lodged
by the South African Zionist
Federation (SAZF), stemmed
from social media posts
in which Mofokeng

Mofokeng at OR Tambo International
Airport after completing her six-year term at the UN

wrote “Fuck you Netanyahu” in response
to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, and later referred to Neuer as
“You white man. Evil scum. Voetsek.”

The matter is now before the courts.

The SAZF confrmed this week that
Mofokeng has instructed public interest
law centre Section27 to approach the
High Court to review and set aside both
the HPCSA's fnding and the R10 000
sanction.

“One of the grounds for review raised is
the immunities and privileges that
Dr Mofokeng enjoyed as the UN Special
Rapporteur on the Right to Health under
the Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges
Act,” SAZF national chairperson Craig
Pantanowitz told the SA Jewish Report.

“As the matter is therefore currently
before the courts, it would be
inappropriate for the SAZF to comment
until the judicial process has been
concluded.”

Mofokeng has meanwhile received
public support from anti-Israel Gift of the
Givers founder Dr Imtiaz Sooliman, who

Continued on page 3>>
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Security in Jewish areas thankfully not tested

LEE TANKLE

usinesses, commuters, and security
B officials braced for a day of potential
disruption as calls for nationwide
protests circulated in the lead-up to
30 June. But as the day unfolded, much of
the country experienced calm, with only
scattered incidents reported.

Although demonstrations against illegal
immigration took place, they were generally
smaller than many had anticipated and
had limited impact on daily life. Businesses
did close to keep their staff safe, and many
people treated the day as a public holiday
while still being vigilant of any activity.

A coalition of groups, including March
and March, Operation Dudula, the
United South Africans Organisation,
and other civic organisations organised

Appliance Repairs on Site

Call Jason
082 401 8239 / 076 210 6532
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“I will help you through

this difficult time in your
life with all the necessary
tombstone requirements”
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the protests. They are demanding that
the government do more to identify and
deport undocumented foreign nationals,
strengthen border security, and enforce
immigration legislation. Organisers
maintained that their

owned businesses, and there were incidents
in certain urban areas where large crowds
had to be dispersed with rubber bullets,

as happened in Pietermaritzburg this
afternoon,” said Pugh-Jones Baranov.

two people, including a 17-year-old, were
injured during protests in Hillbrow.
Similarly, throughout Tuesday night,
there were reports of criminal opportunism
by smaller groups in Alexandra and
Hillbrow and

campaign was directed
at undocumented
immigration rather
than foreign nationals
generally and
repeatedly called for
demonstrations to
remain peaceful.
“Thankfully, no
protests impacted or
affected our Jewish
communal areas or
spaces,” said chief
executive of CSO Liron
Sanders. “We deployed
various teams to
ensure public safety
as well as safety on
the periphery of our
areas, with no major
incidents to report.”

surrounding areas.
Sean Jammy, deputy
chief executive of CAP,
explained that the team
planned for this protest
action for more than
a month, enabling it
to deploy a decisive,
intelligence-driven
response to any threat.
Throughout the day,
the organisation kept
people in Gauteng
informed of protest
activity, not only in CAP
areas, but around the
province. CAP noted
that while there were
demonstrations in areas
peripheral to those it
serves, there had been

Alana Pugh-Jones
Baranov, country director of refugee
support organisation HIAS South Africa,
explained that, together with its partner
organisations in civil society, it had closely
monitored the situation across the country
on Tuesday. In the lead-up to the protests,
it has been part of efforts to assist scores
of terrified foreign nationals seeking safety
and shelter outside consulates ahead of the
30 June deadline.

“Most of the planned marches across
provinces were relatively peaceful and
orderly, but we did receive numerous
reports of looting of foreign-national-

“Unfortunately, we did hear about some
severe protesting in the Johannesburg
central business district and Alexandra
township, but thankfully the spillover
didn't impact our community,” said
Sanders. CSO would remain operationally in
the days after 30 June, he said.

There were reports that protests in
Johannesburg’s Yeoville and Hillbrow
turned violent when residents in
apartments threw rocks at demonstrators
below and protesters raiding homes
believed to have foreign nationals in
them. Three suspects were arrested after

no protest activity
within CAP areas.

“Throughout today’s protests, CAP
worked alongside our partners in the
security industry, the South African
Police Service, and other law enforcement
agencies to help keep our communities
safe. We are grateful to all our stakeholders,
whose ongoing support enabled us to
fund and operate this response. As a
community-owned non-profit, we direct
donor resources towards keeping people
safe rather than generating profit, and we
remain committed to maintaining that
safety in the days ahead,” Jammy said.
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Why am | here and what must |

ecular academia relies solely on natural,
S observable phenomena to explain the universe.

G-d, being outside the realm of empirical,
laboratory-tested evidence, is therefore omitted. This
method of education, espoused by the likes of Spinoza,
Darwin, and others, has enormous ramifcations on one’s
weltanschauung, or world view. Judaism’s view of reality
is anathema to this.

Judaism says that nothing is random or accidental.
That everything, every molecule and atom in the
universe, is guided by Divine Providence; that every
situation is designed and confgured by G-d for a
purpose. Nothing is a coincidence or happenstance.

Given therefore that one fnds oneself where one
is for a reason and purpose, the obvious and logical
question to ask is, “Why am | here and what must | do?”
The latter “what must | do” is the obvious follow-on
question because G-d created us not to be bystanders
and observers, but to be partners with Him in affecting
outcomes in creation. G-d constructs the situation for a
Divine purpose and we act in it to fulfl it.

This idea of
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confronting a situation
by asking, “What is it
that | am being called on
to do here?” is depicted
emphatically in an
episode in the story of
Noah. Noah had become
paralytically inebriated
and was shamefully
exposed. Scripture

says one of his sons,
Cham, “saw his father’s
nakedness’, while the

other two sons, Shem and Yefes, did not. They walked in
backwards towards Noah so as not to see his nakedness
(“and his nakedness they did not see”), and they then
covered him.

Cham here depicts not living consciously with the
question of “Why am | here and what must | do?”
Shem and Yefes do and demonstrate this idea perfectly.
They recognise that they are placed in a situation for
amoral duty to be performed. Instead of using the
situation for their own personal satisfaction - as did
Cham, indulging in his father’s nakedness - or being
indifferent, shrugging their shoulders and moving on,
they acknowledged the providence in their being there
and hence responded to

dO? Torah Thought

Rav Ilan Herrmann
Soul Workout outreach
organisation

that of Pinchas, teaches that in
G-d's world when one sees something, one needs to ask,
“What am | being called upon to do here?”

The convenient thing is of course to remain idle,
or walk away, or excuse one’s involvement because
“someone else will do it” Living consciously with the
question of “Why am | here” means recognising the
impetus to action.

the challenge presented.

This idea is again
clearly demonstrated in
this week’s portion as
Pinchas sees the openly
brazen immoral act taking
place amid the camp by
Prince Zimri of the tribe
of Shimon as he cohabits
with the Midyanite woman
Kozhi.

Pinchas notices that no
one has acted against this
and, after calling out the
problem to Moses and
realising the paralyses of
others, he takes action for
which he is subsequently
lauded and praised.

The Rebbe, both in the
episode of Noah and in
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