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Extremist targets judge in antisemitism case

TALI FEINBERG

Iking into the Western Cape High Court
on 25 August, political extremist Mehmet
Vefa Dag shouted “Death to Israel” at Jewish

community members gathered for his Equality Court
hearing on charges of antisemitic hate speech.

Dag, who is originally from Turkey, became a South
African citizen in 2006.

The Cape South African Jewish Board of Deputies
(Cape SAJBD) has taken him to court fora plethora of
social media posts disparaging Jews. “Jews have ruined
SA'; "Jews are looting SA"; "Jews are dogs, they should be
burned"; and "One hundred thousand Jews control the
entire economy of South Africa," are some of the
statements he made on X, all justin July 2024.

When the hearing began, Dag verbally attacked
Judge Nontuthuzelo Elizabeth Ralarala.

He accused her of ordering his "unjust”
imprisonment when he was in contempt of court
in a different case. Dag had tweeted an image of
Ralarala the day before and written that she had
"unjustly incarcerated me in Pollsmoor [Prison]
last year without a trial. We will ensure that this
judge’s tenure comes to an end. This unacceptable
behaviour must lead to her resignation from the
court" He later deleted this tweet.

Yelling "You are the most unjust judge’, he
accused Ralarala of being the reason he was
"almost murdered” in prison. When she said she
had not been that judge, he responded that all
African women look similar, which is why he'd
been confused. Along with his antisemitic and
racist statements, Dag has also targeted the
LGBTQI+ community.

Cape SAJBD executive director Daniel Bloch
says, "We noted with deep concern the racist and
accusatory remarks directed at Judge Ralarala,
which she handled with remarkable composure,
dignity, and restraint befitting her office."

He says such conduct has no place in a court
of law. "Judicial officers must be able to perform

their duties without being subjected to racist or personal
attacks.”

The Cape SAJBD filed the case against Dag in 2024.In
the summons, it says his comments demand that Jews
"be killed, harmed, or otherwise suffer reprisals’, and
describe Jewish people as “illicitly, by force, and without
consent, kidnapping the children of non-Jewish people”.

In just one example, on 2 August 2024, Dag posted on
X, "Jews, your ancestors came to this country [South Africa]
as refugees and robbed the whole country. Now take your
bags and go to Israel. Don't let me lose my coolers.”

Before the Equality Court hearing, Dag wrote on social
media that he would "use this legal process to place his
position before the court and to defend the principles

of justice, equality, accountability and freedom of
expression’, implying that he would represent himself. He
also tweeted on 19 June, “Israeli settlers must leave South
Africa on 25 August 2026 [the date of the hearing]. We
are shutting down the Western Cape High Court

Butat the hearing, he asked Ralarala for a
postponement because, he said, his lawyer had
withdrawn from representing him the day before and he
needed legal representation.

He also asked for a postponement because he believed
Ralarala had ordered his previous imprisonment. She
told him he was "making a very serious allegation” and
asserted that she was not that judge.

Ralarala said she was glad the media were in the room

Igniting the flame of learning

Hannah Rome and Greg Landau during havdallah at Limmud Johannesburg

See stories on pages 9, 10, and 11

to record Dag's racist remark implying all African women
look the same.

Asmall group of supporters accompanied Dag, who
calls himself the “president of the Truth and Solidarity
Movement" and says he is a mayoral candidate in the
coming municipal elections. His followers addressed him
as "President Dag” or "Mr President”.

Atthe court, he told the SA Jewish Report that Israel
belongs to the Ottoman empire and he aims to return it
to "Ottoman” rule and remove the current inhabitants. He
said Jewish families like "the Oppenheimers” must "go to
hell'" He said he does not “fear these people” [Jews] and
"You [Jews] only know one thing: you know how to loot,
you know corruption, and you stole land of [the] black
man!”.

He continued to say "Death to Israel” before
court proceedings began, and told the judge he
was there to "free Palestine".

The judge agreed to a postponement of
the case, but ordered Dag to submit a formal
application, explaining his reasoning for the
postponement, by mid-September. She ordered a
new hearing on 2 November, despite Dag asking
fora longer postponement.

Bloch says the Cape SAJBD remains committed
to pursuing the matter and to “ensuring that the
issues raised in these proceedings are adjudicated
fairly and in accordance with the law".

He says it was disturbing to hear Dag repeatedly
chant "Death to Israel”. "Such inflammatory and
provocative rhetoric has no place in a court of
law, which should be respected as a forum
for reasoned argument, evidence, and due
process, not as a platform for calls for death or
hostility.

"Itis important to emphasise that these
proceedings concern allegations of antisemitic
hate speech and conduct directed at Jews; they
are not proceedings about the Middle East
conflict or the merits of any particular political
position,” says Bloch.

Continued on page 3>>
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Dehumanisation in any form is unacceptable

MENACHEM Z ROSENSAFT

OPINION

I cannot for the life of me decide whether =~ refugee camp. The IDF later acknowledged  “incident”, to use the IDF’s term, as yet characterisation of the

the individuals who thought it was a the practice as an ‘error in judgement’ or another cudgel with which to beat up on writing of numbers on

’»

‘poor judgement’. Palestinians’ foreheads

Israel, Israelis, and Jews generally.
World Jewish Congress president Ronald

Lauder, my former boss, recently noted

good idea to write numbers on the skin

of detained Palestinians were evil, devoid “Lessons were learned,” observed as “an image reminiscent of dark periods”

of any moral compass, or just terminally, the Israeli-Palestinian journalist Hanin resonates so profoundly and inexorably.

irrevocably stupid. Majadli. “For decades, lessons have been that as good as Israel is militarily, “that’s I am writing as a law professor who

Following a recent raid in the West learned here. After Palestinians are killed, how bad it is on public relations, and it’s has continuously defended Israel against

Bank, according to reports that the Israel lessons are learned. After detainees are losing the information war in the age of the charge of “genocide”. I am writing as

Defense Forces (IDF) tacitly acknowledged,
detained Palestinians were marked with
numbers on their foreheads and other
parts of their bodies. I find myself in full
agreement with Ta’al Knesset Member
Ahmad Tibi’s outrage on X that writing
“identification numbers on the foreheads
of Palestinians” was “shocking and
sickening ... This is what dehumanisation
looks like: erasing the person and turning
them into a number. An image reminiscent
of dark periods, and one that should shock
everyone.”

It is woefully insufficient for the IDF to
say in a statement that “the commanders
stressed the seriousness of the incident,
and the necessary lessons were learned”.

What is this supposed to mean? Did
someone senior in the chain of command
figure out that the optics of branding
people like cattle, even if it is with a
pen rather than a tattoo needle, are
horrific? Are the “lessons learned” that
doing so results in appallingly bad public
relations, or that this entire episode was
unconscionable?

We also know that this isn’t the first
time something like this has happened. As
noted in Haaretz, “In April, Israeli soldiers
wrote numbers on the hands of dozens
of Palestinian women entering the Jenin

abused, lessons are learned. After every
act that was supposed to be an exception,
lessons are learned. And yet, the lessons
somehow are never learned in time to
prevent the next incident.”

Perhaps it is time for the lessons in
question to be taught proactively rather
than being used as an utterly inadequate
response.

I don’t write as a disinterested observer.
On the night of 3 to 4 August 1943, my
mother had the number 52406 tattooed on
her arm at Auschwitz-Birkenau. At the end
of that month, upon his arrival at the same
Nazi German death camp, my father was
branded with the number 140594.

I want to be clear: I am decidedly not
comparing the IDF to the SS at Auschwitz
in any way, shape, or form, nor am I
making any wholly unwarranted analogies
between Israel and the Third Reich. I don’t
question the motivation of the soldiers
in question, who presumably wanted a
practical means of identifying individuals
who had been questioned during the
raid, or whom they considered potential
terrorists.

What I question is the abject stupidity
of providing ammunition to Israel’s
enemies and to other Jew-haters across
the globe who will unquestionably use this

media-driven politics. Everyone has a
computer in their pocket with the most

vicious smears that will spread around

the world and circulate instantly.
Israel cannot afford to ignore its
public relations.”

44

JUST AS WE CONDEMN THE VIRULENT
HATRED DIRECTED AT ISRAELIS,
ZIONISTS, AND JEWS GENERALLY BY
HAMAS, HEZBOLLAH, IRAN, AND THEIR
INTERNATIONAL ACOLYTES, WE MUST
DO SO AS WELL WHEN THE DIGNITY OF
PALESTINIANS IS VIOLATED.
|

Except that the numbers written on
Palestinians’ foreheads are neither smears
nor lies. They constitute an unforced error
of monumental proportions and a self-
inflicted public relations catastrophe.

One example of antisemitism set forth by
the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance is “drawing comparisons of
contemporary Israeli policy to that of the
Nazis”. Which is one of the reasons Tibi’s

a lifelong Zionist who fights against the
delegitimisation of the State of Israel by
the likes of New York City Mayor Zohran
Mamdani and Michigan Senate candidate
Abdul El-Sayed.

It is bad enough that we regularly have to
denounce the racist obscenities emanating
from the mouths of Israeli ministers
Itamar Ben-Gvir and Bezalel Smotrich,
or that we join US Ambassador Mike
Huckabee in condemning extremist West
Bank settlers as “terrorists”.

What we should not also have to deal
with is “incidents” like this one that cast a
pall, to put it mildly, on the vast majority
of IDF soldiers and officers who behave
honourably.

Just as we condemn the virulent hatred
directed at Israelis, Zionists, and Jews
generally by Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran, and
their international acolytes, we must do so
as well when the dignity of Palestinians is
violated.

In the final analysis, dehumanisation in
any form is unacceptable.

« Menachem Z Rosensaft is visiting professor
of the practice at Cornell Law School and
lecturer-in-law at Columbia Law School.
His most recent book is Burning Psalms:
Confronting Adonai after Auschwitz.
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Less oy, more joy

Torah Thought

- . . Rabbi Ari Kievman
I was privileged to be involved comfortable, problems are sorted, coming year, we can Sandton Central Shul and
with organising the Avraham and everything falls into place, ~ choose not to let the director of the Chabad
Fried concert this week, where  then I'll have reason to rejoice.”  “oy” drown out the joy. | Seniors programme
nearly 2 000 people gathered But the Torah doesn’t askus only ~ But we don’t have
O] INEELHY | for an evening of Jewish music, to recognise our blessings. It asks to wait for everything to be There is
(LT INR- T RE TR ALK XYY | singing, and celebration. us to rejoice in them. perfect before appreciating something

special about a community
coming together to daven, to

FREE QUOTATIONS And perhaps that is why song is and celebrating the abundant

And what an evening it was.

so deeply woven into Jewish life. blessings already in our lives.
There is a difference between

feeling something and giving it

People were on their feet,

Our community is especially sing, and to celebrate. So if
looking forward to celebrating
the high holy days together as we

return to our newly renovated

singing, clapping, and dancing.
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MEMORIALS

Rabbi Ryan Goldstein
083-458 9965
RabbiRyanG@gmail.com

f woun wanwie | The atmosphere was pure joy. you're looking for a warm and
(370 | welcoming place to experience the

Parshas Ki Savo speaks expression. We can feel grateful

without saying a word. But when Yamim Noraim (Days of Awe), you
gratitude becomes song, something Sandton Central Shul premises.
changes. What is inside us comes ~ And with the incredible acoustics,
out, filling our environment, and it would be a shame not to put

them to good use!

repeatedly about joy. When a
are most welcome to join us.

Here’s to a year of less oy,
more joy, and plenty of reasons
to sing.

farmer brings their first fruits,
the Torah says, “You shall rejoice
with all the good that Hashem
your G-d has given you.” The

“1 will help you through

this difficult time in your drawing others in.

life with all the necessary
tombstone requirements”
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farmer doesn’t simply enjoy their
blessing privately. They bring

it to Jerusalem, express their
gratitude, and celebrate together
with others.

whether we are happy?

The Torah is telling us that
joy is not just a reaction to what
happens to us. It is also a way
of responding to what happens
to us. We might think, “When
life is lekker, I'll be happy. When
everyone is healthy, finances are

We don’t always sing because
we are happy. Sometimes, we
become happy because we
sing. A nigun (melody) can lift
someone who arrived feeling

singing and experiencing the
powerful joy of being Jewish
together.

As Rosh Hashanah approaches,
this is a message worth carrying
into the new year.

While we can’t control
everything that happens in the
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SA under pressure to keep
combatting terrorism

TALI FEINBERG
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FRXQWU\ ,W ZD
WKH OLVW RQ
DIWHU PRQWHK
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WKH HQG RI
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WHUURULVP VHULRXVO\1DWLRQDO 7UHDVXU\MV Gl
+H VD\V WKHUH DUH VIQDHUFD O (R WHFW RAD 8 R'® MW L
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RUJDQLVDWLRQV IRU WKHP 1RZRZKDMUGROVRXDER Y8KHBH
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,Q DGGLWLRQ O>7KH@ 0D G EBIQD IN H& RA-PLW \RLIRERX V8 K Y|
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6RORPRQ O:KDW LV YHU\ FOH DAKH\WWKD® RXIRHQWE D WH
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+H VD\V RUJDQLVHG FULPH RQG FIRSULYI W UR @ RODN K BIO-C
WHUURULVW RUJDQLVDWLRQ\OWRNH[GOR W §RE QB SE UQFI
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7KHUHIRUH KH IHHOV WKDW &RXWEHS$HOGDMW\DDWRZRQF

Extremist targets judge in antisemitism ¢

>>Continued from page 1
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Calling Investors and Young Professionals! Stylish 2
Bedroom. 2 Bathroom. Garden apartment in upmarket
Morningside. Open plan living area. Modern kitchen.
Covered patio+ garden.2 parking bays, pool+24/7 security.
Why Rent When You Can Own?
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Stunning, stylish, architecturally distinctive. In the
Oaklands Rd cul de sac, in the access-controlled west
side of Orchards. Open plan. High ceilings. Large rooms.
Big covered patio overlooking the pool and luxuriant,
resplendent garden. Various “objets de art” included, with
an Oriental avour!




