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TALI FEINBERG

A local terrorism expert says it’s “really alarming” 
that the extremist group Islamic State 
Mozambique (ISM) took a South African 

hostage on 3 September.
The South African mechanic was among a group of 

about 20 workers abducted in northern Mozambique 
during an attack by insurgents on a hunting camp, which 
they burned down. The camp was a tourist destination. 
Following the raid, the US embassy warned Americans 
against travelling to the area “for any reason”.

Terrorism expert, Willem Els, says what is particularly 
alarming is that the terrorists demonstrated that they can 
move beyond Cabo Delgado, the northern province of 
Mozambique that’s been their stronghold since 2017. The 
attack happened in the neighbouring Niassa Province. 
Both are in the northernmost part of Mozambique. The 
country shares its southern border with South Africa.

The insurgency in Cabo Delgado has killed more than  
6 600 people and displaced around 1.2 million.

ISM “declared a caliphate some time ago”, says Els. 
A caliphate is a form of Islamic government led by a 
supreme religious and political leader.

Fellow political analyst Professor Hussein Solomon 
says he thinks “all South Africans should be worried about 
what is happening in northern Mozambique”.

However, CSO chief executive Liron Sanders says the 
South African Jewish community shouldn’t be more 
concerned about safety than usual.

South African Stephen McGown was held hostage by 
al-Qaeda in Mali for almost six years, from 2011 to 2017. 
He told the SA Jewish Report that “al-Qaeda would classify 
Islamic State (ISIS) as extremists. In fact, when I was 
kidnapped in Mali, al-Qaeda and ISIS were at war against 
each other. Then, towards the end of my kidnapping, they 
were actually working together.”

Therefore, he thinks that “even though ISIS is probably 

driving this, you’d probably find that al-Qaeda and ISIS 
are working together”.

He thinks al-Qaeda and ISIS may appreciate that South 
Africa backs the Palestinians, but might also see South 
Africa as an enemy because it has sent troops to fight 
Islamic extremists in Somalia and Mozambique.

He thinks the South African hostage “could be there for 
a while”.

In his experience, “al-Qaeda in Mali were very 
calculated. They had a long-term plan, and they believed 
in being patient.” However, “from what I’ve seen, ISIS 
doesn’t really hold much patience. They would probably 
want things to be resolved pretty quickly, and hopefully 
the South African can get out of there and come home 
soon.”

In its latest report on the humanitarian situation 
in Mozambique, the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said that conflict-
related incidents in Cabo Delgado had increased by 10% 
in the first half of 2026 compared with the same period in 
2025. Civilians were targeted in around 70% of reported 
incidents, including killings, abductions, looting, and the 
destruction of homes.

According to the Department of International Relations 
and Cooperation, the 30-year-old abducted was one of 
five South Africans working at the hunting camp. But 
two had returned to South Africa, and two remained safe 
in Mozambique. Three American citizens had been out 
hunting and were unaffected. They were evacuated from 
the area.

The armed incursion resulted in at least one death, the 
displacement of 2 700 people, the destruction of tourism 
infrastructure, and the abduction of 11 people, according 
to Mozambican authorities.

Peter Bofin, senior analyst for Southeast Africa at the 
Armed Conflict Location and Event Data project, says 
such an attack has multiple objectives. “First, it is a way to 
resupply [food and weapons]. Second, it is a significant 

economic target, 
and targeting it 
undermines the 
state’s control 
of that part of 
the country. 
For the tourism 
hunting sector, 
in particular, it 
comes at a bad 
time, right in the 
middle of the 
hunting season 
in Niassa.”

In addition, 
such an 
attack gains 
international 
attention. “This 
is particularly 
valuable to ISIS globally, which can use 
any images that attackers took in future propaganda 
products.” The camp that was attacked is allegedly linked 
to the Portuguese-Mozambican football coach Carlos 
Queiroz.

“However, this is likely to be an isolated raid rather than 
evidence that ISM is establishing a sustained presence 
in Niassa,” says Bofin. “While the insurgents have 
intelligence networks in the area that can facilitate such 
an attack, they don’t have the support networks necessary 
to maintain a presence.”

The significant resources of conservation and tourism 
organisations also make this difficult. Such organisations 
have access to small aircraft, helicopters, and teams of 
rangers, which can readily track the insurgents.

But “the ability of one group of ISM fighters to enter 
Niassa and undertake this attack highlights that ISM 
still has an advantage in manoeuvrability in rural areas,” 

Bofin concludes.
At the same time, Els says he doesn’t see this as an 

escalation, because the terrorist group conducts regular 
attacks. He says the group will often abduct local people, 
holding them hostage for ransom. However, if it has 
access to foreigners, it will “surely target them”.

Abductions have been the extremists’ modus 
operandi for some time, but the fact that they moved 
now into Niassa is quite telling, says Els. “It’s now the 
second time that they’ve moved in there. The previous 
time they also went in to ransack and stock up on 
provisions. So, this time, it was a ‘bonus’ for them to 
abduct foreigners.

“Just think what would have happened if the three 
Americans were in the camp, and they were abducted” 
he adds rhetorically.

Mozambique kidnapping 
shows ISIS gaining ground

Continued on page 3>>
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Forgiveness goes all ways
I t’s that time of year again. We ask for and offer 

forgiveness. To those near and those far away. 
To each other and to G-d Almighty.
Often forgiveness with those closest to us is 

the most difficult. We expect our close family and 
friends always to be there for us and never to let 
us down, certainly not to hurt us. So, while charity 
ought to begin at home, where does this leave us 
with forgiveness?

It is said that to forgive is Divine. Indeed, this 
is so. At times it can take super-human effort 
to overcome feelings of being deeply hurt 
by someone, especially someone close to us. 
However, being that there is a mitzvah in the Torah 
to forgive and to ask forgiveness, we certainly have 
the G-d-given ability to do so.

I would like to share a story that was told by 
Rebbetzin Rivkah, the fourth Chabad Rebbetzin.

There was a Jewish family that lived in a small 
village without a community. For yomtov they 
would go to the nearest town that had a shul so 
that they could daven with a minyan.

One erev Yom Kippur morning the father got up 
early to pack and get ready to head to the town. 

His family, however, 
were taking their 
sweet time. “What’s 
the hurry,” they asked. 
He kept trying to 
get them to load the 
wagon and leave, but 
his wife and children 
seemed to have other 
priorities.

The day went on 
and the man grew 
frustrated. He told 
them that he was 

starting to walk and they should pick him up along 
the way once they decided to leave.

He set out on foot and further down the road 
took a rest along the side of the route, relaxing 
under a tree. He was sure to position himself in a 
way that the travellers would see him as they went 
by. Shortly afterwards he fell into a deep sleep. 
Meanwhile, his family left the home and began 
heading towards the town. But they completely 
forgot about their father. Eventually he woke up, 
only to realise that the sun was now setting behind 
the hills.

What could he do now? He was stranded on the 
roadside with nothing. He would have to spend 
Yom Kippur under a tree in some deserted area. 
He had nothing with him and hadn’t eaten before 

the fast.
He lifted his head 

heavenward and said to Hashem, “Master of the 
Universe, my family have forgotten me, even after 
all that I do for them. And yet I completely forgive 
them because they are my family. I ask that You too 
completely forgive Your children, even if they have 
forgotten You.”

So when we come to Yom Kippur and ask 
Hashem for forgiveness, we do so on the 
understanding that we forgive each other as well.

Rabbi Levi Silman 
Rabbinical coordinator  
for Kosher SA
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Chief Rabbi Dr Warren Goldstein has joined 
thousands of prominent figures from around 
the world in putting his name to an open letter 

rejecting the accusation that Israel has committed 
“genocide” in Gaza.

Goldstein is among more than 6 000 signatories to 

“Reject the Lie”, an initiative bringing 
together people from politics, 
entertainment, academia, religion, 
business, and public life. The letter’s 
message is unequivocal: “Disagree 
with Israel. Protest its policies. 
Challenge its government. But do not 
call it genocide.”

The letter was released by the US-
based Creative Community for Peace 
organisation, in partnership with Israeli 
author Yossi Klein Halevi, Rabbis Yitz 
Greenberg and Micha Odenheimer, 
and US Professor Jonathan Karp. 
Those who’ve signed have done so as 
individuals rather than on behalf of 
the companies and organisations with 
which they are affiliated.

Goldstein appears to be the only 
signatory currently living in South 
Africa, making his inclusion particularly 
significant in the country that brought 
the “genocide” case against Israel 
before the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ). He isn’t, however, the only 
name on the list with South African 
roots. Johannesburg-born Hollywood 
executive Gary Barber, chair and chief 
executive of Spyglass Media Group 
and former chief executive of MGM, 
has also signed. Barber attended King 
David Linksfield and the University of 
the Witwatersrand before moving to 
the United States in 1982.

Goldstein and Barber are on a list 
of signatories that spans industries 
and continents. Former British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson appears 
alongside singer Boy George, The Big 
Bang Theory actress Mayim Bialik, 

actress Debra Messing, Harvard 
psychology professor and author 
Steven Pinker, and historian Sir Niall 
Ferguson. Behind the camera, House 
creator David Shore and Amy Sherman-
Palladino, creator of Gilmore Girls and 
The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, have also 
put their names to the letter.

“Reject the Lie” doesn’t argue that 
every Israeli action during the Gaza 
war should be defended. “There is a 
vigorous debate within the Jewish 
community over aspects of how this 
war was fought, and that is a sign 
of moral health,” the letter says, 
acknowledging “our pain over every 
innocent life lost”. Where its signatories 
draw the line is the accusation of 
“genocide”.

At the centre of their argument 
is the question of intent. The 1948 
Genocide Convention defines genocide 
as specified acts committed with the 
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, 
a national, ethnic, racial, or religious 
group. That intent is a necessary 
element of the legal definition of the 
crime.

“A crucial difference between war as 
tragedy and war as genocide is intent,” 
the letter says. Its authors argue that 
Hamas demonstrated genocidal intent 
through the 7 October 2023 attack 
and its stated aims, while rejecting 
the allegation that Israel’s military 
campaign was undertaken with the 
intention of destroying the Palestinian 
people.

The letter also argues that the events 
of 7 October have been downplayed 

in discussions about 
genocide, and says that 
accusations against 
Israel began circulating 
even before its ground 
operation in Gaza. For its 
authors, the debate isn’t 
simply about the use of 
a legal term, but about 
how the war and the 
events that triggered 
it have come to be understood 
internationally.

Goldstein putting his name to the 
letter is notable against the backdrop 
of South Africa’s ICJ case. Instituted on 
29 December 2023, it accuses Israel 
of violating its obligations under the 
Genocide Convention in relation to 
Palestinians in Gaza. The ICJ issued 
provisional measures in January 2024, 
followed by additional measures in 
March and May. These were significant 
and binding legal orders, but they 
weren’t a final finding that Israel had 
committed “genocide”. The court has 
yet to issue a final judgment on that.

The open letter argues that the 
“genocide” accusation has increasingly 
affected Jews and Israelis far from 
the war itself, saying it has become 
“a pretext for excluding, attacking, 
and even murdering Jews around 
the world”. Its authors warn that the 
accusation is being used not only 
against Israel, but to delegitimise 
Jewish self-determination more 
broadly.

For Goldstein and the thousands 
of others who have signed “Reject 

the Lie”, 
rejecting the “genocide” accusation 
doesn’t mean ignoring Palestinian 
suffering or shutting down criticism of 
Israel. The letter explicitly leaves room 
for debate over Israel’s government, 
military decisions, civilian deaths, and 
the conduct of the war. But it argues 
that these questions are different from 
establishing the intent required for 
genocide.

Goldstein may be just one name 
among thousands on an international 
list, but his signature places South 
Africa’s Chief Rabbi alongside 
politicians, academics, entertainers, 
business leaders, and religious figures 
collectively challenging an accusation 
being pursued internationally by his 
own country.

The letter ultimately calls on 
both Jews and non-Jews to reject 
the accusation and warns against 
allowing it to become accepted simply 
through repetition. Its thousands 
of signatories come from markedly 
different backgrounds, but their closing 
message on this issue is brief: “We will 
not allow this lie to stand.”

Chief rabbi signs ‘Reject the Lie’ open letter






















