
 

ANC's participation in Israeli Apartheid Week (7-13 March 2016) 

It is without any hesitation that the ANC will be participating in the 12th annual international Israeli Apartheid Week, 

as we have done in previous years. We do so as we know full well the invaluable contribution that the international 

anti-apartheid solidarity movement played in our struggle for freedom. Our armed struggle, our civil society 

campaigns, our mass demonstrations and our negotiations were greatly enhanced and legitimised by the successful 

international isolation of and solidarity campaigns against Apartheid South Africa during the 1980s. 

In our recent January 8th statement, the National Executive Committee on the occasion of the 104th Anniversary of 

the African National Congress delivered by President Jacob Zuma, we stated "We reiterate our solidarity with the 

people of Palestine and support the isolation of businesses in the UN List that operate in the occupied territories in 

Palestine. We reiterate that we discourage travel to Israel for ANC leaders, members and representatives for 

business and leisure purposes. The ANC encourages our government to continue its programme of talking to all 

parties in the Palestinian territory and calls on the people of Palestine to work together to bring about self-

determination." 

The ANC appreciates the collective contribution made by millions of people all across world who took to the streets 

protesting for the isolation of and solidarity campaigns against Apartheid South Africa. These activists from all walks 

of life decided to take time from their busy programs, from their local campaigns and activities to contribute towards 

our freedom. Although this historic debt to the peoples of the world can never be repaid, we actively provide our 

solidarity today to the people of Cuba, Western Sahara, Palestine and other struggling peoples. 

This IAW the ANC is proud to join the over 100 South African organisations, trade unions, civil society groups, 

schools, universities, religious communities, NGOs and other formations in participating in this year`s 12th 

international Israeli Apartheid Week. The vast array of participating organisations is an indication of our vibrant 

democracy and an opportunity for our people to break religious as well as racial lines and unite behind the ideal of a 

free Palestine. We as the ANC particularly welcome the involvement of members from the South African Jewish 

community who will be participating in this year's #IsraeliApartheidWeek. 

ANC National Executive Committee members will be speaking at various Israeli Apartheid Week events across the 

country including sharing platforms with ambassadors, academics, activists and a visiting Palestine Liberation 

Organisation leader, Dr Uri Davis who will be in South Africa on an IAW speaking tour made possible by the Embassy 

of the State of Palestine. 

Issued by: Jessie Duarte, Deputy Secretary General African National Congress 

If you find it hard to believe that the ANC has taken this standpoint, read the original official statement, on the 

official ANC website (if the party hasn’t been embarrassed enough to take it down by now) 

http://www.anc.org.za/show.php?id=11944  
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