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Hamba Kahle Tata  

It is with great sadness that SACRED heard of the passing of 

Madiba. Already the world is a sadder place. But we hope that 

through engagement and dialogue, we can follow Madiba’s 

ethos with integrity and valour. In the words of a universal role 

model: “We need religious institutions to continue to be the 

conscience of society, a moral custodian and a fearless champion 

of the interests of the weak and downtrodden.”  

A man of unflinching courage and unswerving principle, of 

boundless compassion and the profoundest humility, Nelson Mandela epitomised the miracle of 

South Africa’s democratic transformation. The Jewish community in Johannesburg held a memorial 

service at Oxford Shul at 18:00 on Sunday 8th December – as part of the call by President Zuma 

declaring Sunday as a national day of prayer and reflection.  

Oxford Shul was packed – with over 2 000 people attending. Children, teens, the elderly; Jews, 

Muslims, Hindus, Christians, all came together to remember Madiba in the spirit of integrity, love 

and respect. President Thabo Mbeki gave a moving and powerful speech about walking in the path 

of Madiba and HE Ambassador, Arthur Lenk, delivered a message from President Shimon Peres.  

“It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Nelson Mandela and today we remember 

his enormous contribution to the country, to the world and to many of us individually. We celebrate 

his life and mourn his death. 

In the words of Ahmed Kathrada “Nelson Mandela you symbolise collective leadership, 

reconciliation, unity, forgiveness, nation-building and a non-racial, non-sexist, democratic South 

Africa. Your smile, which lingers still, was always from the heart, never forced, and the great joy you 

took in the world around you, especially in children, was unmistakeable.” 

Indeed we are privileged to have lived in the time of this great man. We have first-hand experiences 

and memories of Mandela walking out of jail as a free man with one hand holding that of his wife 

and the other raised in a salute of freedom and strength. When he spoke from the Grand Parade in 

Cape Town, when Chris Hani was murdered and he was able to calm the waters and call for peace. 

When I met Madiba I was overwhelmed by his dignity and humility and sense of great power. I was 

awed and enthralled and almost afraid to approach him, and then he smiled ... 

The end of 2013 is nearing fast and we say goodbye, not only to the year that was, but to 

two of our country’s icons – President Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela and Baby Jake Matlala.  
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A quote which perhaps symbolises so much about the man when he insists on forgiveness: “To go to 

prison because of your convictions and be prepared to suffer for what you believe in, is something 

worthwhile. It is an achievement for a man to do his duty on earth irrespective of the 

consequences”. 

At another time he said: “I would like to be remembered not as anyone unique or special, but as part 

of a great team in this country that has struggled for many years, for decades and even centuries,” 

“The greatest glory of living lies not in never falling, but in rising every time you fall.” 

He called on all of us to be part of building a society of compassion and humanity. He believed that 

we can all contribute as individuals and build a society in which we can all live with dignity and 

peace. 

Our condolences go to the family and to all of South Africa. 

May your soul rest in peace. God bless Africa. Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrica” 

(Diane Fine, Chairman of Beit Emanuel) 

 “Today we are all mourners for we have lost a great leader. 

Our world is a sadder and emptier place without Nelson 

Mandela. The South African Jewish community extends 

sincerest condolences to President Nelson Mandela's entire 

family - to his wife, Graça, and his children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren, and his entire extended family.  

South African Jews have had a long, close and meaningful 

relationship with President Nelson Mandela. It was a 

friendship that involved every stage of Mandela's life, from his 

earliest days as a law student and an attorney's articled clerk 

in Johannesburg. South African Jews were with Mandela as 

fellow liberation fighters and as lawyers defending him at the 

Rivonia trial, as visitors during his long and lonely years on Robben Island, and then in assisting in the 

exciting years of building the new South Africa.  

And so we mourn his loss together with our fellow South Africans and with all people across the 

world. Our hearts are, however, filled with gratitude for the unique blessing of his great life which 

we in South Africa were especially privileged to experience so closely.   Judaism teaches that the best 

way to pay tribute to those who have passed on is to do good deeds in their honour.  The greatest 

tribute we can pay is to live like Mandela, in accordance with the values he practiced and taught - 

values of human dignity, forgiveness, kindness, courage, tenacity, strength, honesty and integrity.   

Let us all resolve to follow President Mandela's inspiring moral legacy and let us commit to living in 

accordance with the values he taught us in the most eloquent and powerful sermon of all  -  his life.” 
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 (Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein) 

SACRED’s Interfaith Event – 5th December at the women’s Gaol, Constitution Hill 

The topic for the evening: In what way has your faith sanctioned or subtly encouraged male 

dominance? 

Thursday evening, the 5th of December 2013, saw the first in a 

series of Inter-Faith discussions held at the Women’s Gaol, 

Constitution Hill. SACRED, in partnership with ConHill, held the 

event with the aim of bringing faiths together to focus on the 

important national `16 Days of Activism for No Violence 

Against Women and Children’ campaign.   

Despite South Africa’s world-renowned Constitution and a 

legislative overhaul that safeguards women's and children's 

rights, South Africa is still home to high levels of violence 

against its women and children. Engaging and challenging 

various faiths is an often neglected way to close the gap 

between the rhetoric of gender equality and actually 

recognising the roles and rights of women and children. 

Indeed, Africa is the continent of the faithful. At 6pm, people began to arrive at the hauntingly 

beautiful Women’s Gaol. From all walks of life, denominations and ages, we are very proud to say 

that at our first interfaith event, almost 100 people attended. And they didn’t just attend – they 

asked questions, commented, and engaged in debate and discussion (and really challenged many of 

our ‘traditional religious rules’.) 

Rabbi Jacobs gave a beautiful introduction to start the evening off on a note of hope and 

encouragement, and ended the evening by reading a pledge for personal action and leadership for 

the empowerment and protection of women and children across all faith groups.  

We were honoured to have the following speakers attend our event: Reuben 

Phasha (ConHill), Rabbi Saár Shaked (Beit Emanuel), Bishop Peter John Lee 

(Christ the King, Angilcan Archdiocese), Reverend Lutz Ackerman 

(Friedenskirche), Giddy Lief (Women for Progressive Judaism), Pastor Gordon 

(Image of God Church International) and Lefa Molise (Traditional Healer). A 

big thank you to SACRED chairperson, Dr Dora Wynchank, for her fantastic 

facilitation of the event; Lewis for his assistance to Rabbi Shaked and 

excellent translation skills, and to the incoming executive director of SACRED, 

James Lomberg, for being an incredible asset. 
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Rabbi Saár Shaked is the current rabbi at Beit Emanuel Progressive Synagogue in Parktown. Having 

recently moved from Israel, Rabbi Shaked stands for: lively, up to date, accessible Judaism, and 

Judaism that has profound connection to ancient tradition without relinquishing innovation and 

creativity. 

Bishop Peter John Lee is the Bishop of Christ the King, Angilcan Archdiocese in Johannesburg. 

Educated at Gresham's School, Holt, Norfolk and St. John's College, Cambridge, Lee was ordained in 

the Church of England and has worked in South Africa since 1976. He worked with Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu as Canon Missioner of the Anglican Diocese of Johannesburg. 

Reverend Lutz Ackermann, born in Germany, came to South Africa in 2001, as a scientist and 

academic, working for the University of Limpopo.  In 2012 he followed a call to pastor one of the 

oldest churches in Hillbrow, the “Friedenskirche” (Church of Peace). Learning about the issues of 

urban Africa and developing responses rooted in the gospel of Jesus Christ has been a steep learning 

curve for him, since. 

Giddy Lief is the President of Women for Progressive 

Judaism, South Africa. She was born into a family of 

charity workers and from a young age, was 

encouraged to help out wherever she could. She is a 

life-long member of Beit Menorah in Pretoria. 

Pastor Sam Gordon is a Pastor and Missionary with Image of God Church International. He is 

currently working in South Africa.  Pastor Gordon is dedicated to sharing knowledge, information 

and wisdom with all faith groups and working together for the benefit and betterment of human 

kind.  

Makhosi Lefa Molise is the Project Director at Vukani Mathonga Traditional Healers Projects. He is 

the Gauteng Provincial Coordinator for the National Interfaith Council of South Africa (NICSA), which 

was formed purely to seek a religious tolerance in our country and to help in rediscovering the 

concept of Ubuntu. He accepted his calling and trained as a Traditional Healer (isangoma) more than 

10 years ago. 

Jessica Sherman led us in the singing of the National Anthem – goose-bump stuff in 

the centre of the Women’s Gaol where so many of SA’s women stood! 

A big thank you to the ConHill (Reuben Phasha and Lerato Sefumule at the helm) 

team who were incredible and share our vision of interfaith harmony and social 

action; to our speakers, participants and donors for making our first (but not last) 

event such a success. 
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In other SACRED news: 

On the 10th of November Janine was invited to a very special day hosted by SASFIN. Dr Teria 

Shantall spoke about Logotherapy and Judaism at a breakfast function. The talk was fascinating and 

Dr Shantall is an amazingly inspiring and passionate woman. The guests were mainly women but a 

few men braved the morning, and there was a wonderful camaraderie and sharing by all who 

attended. 

Janine was invited to the launch of We Will speak Out on the 25th and 26th of November at the St 

Albans Cathedral in Pretoria. The first day was attended by members of the Anglican community and 

Archbishop Makgoba was the guest of honour. We Will Speak Out is a vital programme and 

campaign to speak out against women abuse, rape and violence – to get faith-based organisations to 

speak openly and honestly to their congregants and to be protectors and advocates for equality and 

peace. Participants and speakers included UNAIDS, SAFFI, the Commission for Gender Equality, 

Department of Social Development, Sonke Gender Justice Network, the NPA, and the TearFund. 

 

James was admitted as an attorney of the North and South Gauteng High Court on the 11th October 

2013 and brings a wealth of experience, expertise and passion to the position. “I am convinced that 

Progressive Judaism, with its unique mixture of ancient tradition and modern life, has a very valuable 

contribution to make to South Africa. It would be a huge honour to be a part of representing 

Progressive Judaism’s ethos to the world and using its wisdom to help address some of the problems 

we have in society. Personally I would find it immensely satisfying to be a –hands-on part of building 

our country’s future on a just and fair foundation.” 

SACRED would like to wish all our members and future members, a safe, 

happy and healthy holiday season.  

Please visit our website www.sacred.org.za to see what we are doing and how to get involved. 

It has been an interesting year for SACRED – building relationships and growing its name 

and reach. It is with great excitement that we officially announce that James Lomberg 

will be taking over from Janine Shamos on the 1st of January 2014. We have no doubt 

that he will lead SACRED to new heights. We wish him the best of luck and look forward 

to hearing lots from him and SACRED. 

http://www.sacred.org.za/

